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INSIDE 
•SHAPE YOUR WORLD: F ind ou t 
how Kairos and professors are 
interacting with media and cul-
ture. See page A2. 
•A HERO FOR OUR TIME: 
Dr. William Matheny is the 
newest recipient of the Modern 
Day Hero Award. See page A3. 
•BASKETBALL PHOTO GALLERY: 
Check out 
the photo 
spread of 
the men 
and 
women's 
basketball 
teams. See 
page B4-5. 
•A NOTICEABLE CHANGE: 
Sodexho has made improve-
ments on dining services 
around campus and has more 
plans for the future. Find out 
more on page A3. 
•APARTMENT LIVING: Life! looks 
into three 
apartment 
complexes 
for those 
desiring to 
move off-
campus. 
See page 
A8. 
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¥% •TUESDAY Mostly cloudy. 1 I" ] • High 52. 
Low 43. 
•WEDNESDAY 
Light rain. 
High 52. 
Low 32. 
•THURSDAY 
Partly cloudy. 
High 48. 
Low 37. 
•FRIDAY 
Showers. 
High 54. 
Low 50. 
•SATURDAY 
Light rain. 
High 56. 
Low 43. 
LOOKAHEAD 
IN NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE 
•The Dean of Women's Office 
has hired two new staff mem-
bers this semester. Our next 
issue will feature a profile of 
Associate Dean of Women 
Sarah Jones and Resident 
Director Tracy Hoare. 
•Safety is always an important 
issue during Spring Break. 
Now, with travel abroad grow-
ing more dangerous, it is even 
more so an issue. The State 
Department has issued guide-
lines to students for safe travel 
overseas. 
A CANCELLATION 
• Unity week, scheduled to 
take place this week, has been 
cancelled this year. 
C||T^rixTY^ti** Stranded on the 
O L l r V l V U I t snowy James 
JOHN FISHER 
ISLAND CASTAWAY — An afternoon canoe ride went bad when senior Ben Nester flipped out of his boat in the 
James River. He swam to a nearby island and used survivor techniques to keep warm throughout the snowy night 
By Jake Belue, reporter 
Senior Ben Nester set out for an afternoon of 
canoeing last Tuesday. He headed for the raging 
James River around 3:30 p.m. An hour later, he found 
himself stranded on a rock island in the middle of the 
river with his busted boat long gone. 
"I didn't know the water level was too high," Nester 
said. After parking his truck and hiking down to the 
river, Nester saw that the water was rougher than he 
expected but decided to stick to his plan. "Since I was 
already out there, I didn't want to turn around," he 
said with a stubborn smile. 
Nester pushed off from the shore around 4 p.m. 
and soon found out that he was literally "in over his 
head." The exploding waves were too much for the 
canoe and soon Nester found himself floating in 40-
degree water with his 12-foot open canoe barreling 
through the rapids of Balcony Falls far ahead. He 
managed to pull himself up onto a nearby rock before 
swimming to an island 20 feet away. 
Nester's mental state was bordering on delirium, as 
the snow started to fall and the air was bitter cold. 
Regaining his wits, the first thought that occurred to 
him was to build a shelter. Using loose rocks, leaves, 
driftwood and a washed-up tire, he constructed a 
LUPD 
fights 
crime 
By Amanda Smith, reporter 
The Liberty University Police 
Department has established a 
"Tip Line" to allow students and 
faculty to report suspected crimes 
anonymously. 
This is the second time that the 
University has implemented this 
type of system. A tip line was orig-
inally put into place in 1997 and 
was used through 2000. During 
that time the tip line was not used 
as effectively as the department 
had been hoping. "The Police 
Department desires to keep this a 
low key tool," said Chief of Police 
Randall E. Smith, Jr. 
Let's say, for instance, you sus-
pect that someone on your hall is 
stealing from your other hall-
mates. Calling into the tip line is 
an anonymous way to report that 
person. "It can be a scary thing for 
students to turn in other stu-
dents," Smith said. He noted that 
if you see someone in the parking 
lot hit another car, and it looks as 
though they are going to ignore 
the incident, it might be difficult 
to confront the person. This is a 
way to let the police know of the 
situation. 
LUPD wants to work on a confi-
dential basis with the calls. "I 
think it is a good way of allowing 
students to be honest about what 
they have seen without making 
them look like a tattle tale," senior 
Annie Koole said. 
Sergeant of Investigations 
Kevin Brown attended a confer-
ence with other university investi-
gators where the tip line idea was 
discussed. A similar system has 
already been implemented in an 
email form at the University of 
Richmond. 
Other universities that attended 
this meeting and are looking into 
Please see SURVIVOR, page A4 Please see TIP, page A2 
SEW: Lasting impact? 
By Christina Fernandez, reporter 
Spiritual Emphasis Week, held Jan. 26-31, 
has long come and gone. As speaker Larry 
Grays spoke on various topics, such as single-
ness, being an overcomer and faithfully fol-
lowing, many made private and public deci-
sions that changed their lives. Now that a 
month that has passed since that time, some 
may wonder, have those decisions bore fruit? 
Because of the nature of that particular 
emphasis week, it is hard to tell. "It wasn't a 
Spiritual Emphasis Week that had appeals 
for people coming forward," Campus Pastor 
Dwayne Carson said. 
In fact, there were no salvation decisions 
officially recorded by the Campus Pastor's 
Office. There were, however, students who 
accepted Christ without reporting the event. 
"I know of one girl that was saved during 
that week and she has completely changed 
since then," Katie Harvath, a junior and a 
prayer leader on dorm 30-3, said. 
SEW did have a lasting effect with the 
leadership. Many were challenged by the 
call for integrity and purity in everyday life 
that was given by Grays. "It did have a posi-
tive influence on the prayer leaders and the 
Spiritual Life Directors. Especially the call 
for integrity. It was veiy challenging for 
them," Carson said. 
Prayer leaders across campus noted that 
this semester's Spiritual Emphasis Week 
affected individuals more than it did the SUSAN WIUTI.KY 
PRAISE TIME — Students worship at Wednesday night Campus 
Please see UPDATE, page A4 Church. Individuals experienced lasting effects from SEW. 
Students invited to attend concerts for free 
By Christine Koech, copy editor 
Need to spice up your summer? Want to attend 
a major Christian event near home for free? 
Liberty University will be sponsoring major 
Christian music festivals all over the countiy and 
LU students can attend the concerts free if they 
help with recruiting while at the events. According 
to Tiffany Lyttle, international and national travel 
coordinator for Resident Recruiting, both LU stu-
dents and alumni are eligible for this opportunity. 
"The recruiters will be the ones doing the real 
work, we are just needing volunteers to help pass 
out information, or collect information," Lyttle 
said. "It is not a lot of work, you get most of your 
day free, in a concert that would have cost $100 or 
$200 in the first place," she added. "Also you are 
under the supervision of the recruiters that will 
help and direct, but are really cool. It is a good 
opportunity for basically free!" 
Liberty has contracted with Creative Activities 
and Programs (CAPS), a local company that will 
be coordinating the events for Liberty in conjunc-
tion with the Resident Recruiting office. CAPS also 
produced WinterFest at Liberty last December. 
According to CAPS President Michael Stewart, 
the events that Liberty will sponsor this summer 
"are the best of the best in Contemporary Christ-
ian Music." Stewart, a former dean of student life, 
said, "There are different types of festivals-those 
at theme parks, like Atlanta Pest, Kings Pest, Spirit 
Song and others, and those like Creation and Alive 
1'est held in parks or camp grounds." 
"The festivals that LU is sponsoring are the 
J 
biggest and best know festivals in the countiy. Cre-
ation is in its 25th year," Stewart said. Liberty will 
sponsor 18 concerts total, according to Stewart. 
"At the last CPAW there were students visiting 
Liberty who knew about Liberty but never consid-
ered coming to Liberty—until they saw Liberty at 
Creation last year. (They) talk about how impor-
tant it is to talk to current students," Stewart said. 
Students interested should contact Lyttle at ext. 
7753 or tcovarru(«>liberty.edu. 
"Students will be a great addition to the 
recruiters at the festival to answer questions about 
life at Liberty and help hand out promotional 
material ...and they get to enjoy the festivals when 
they are not helping with recruiting," Stewart said. 
Please see page A4 for concert listings 
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The Price 
is Right 
By Chris Price, columnist 
I am sitting in a hotel room in Salem, Va., and it is 11 on Saturday night. I came with one of the 
campus praise bands, and we have been up since 7:30 a.m. Why do youth things have to start 
early in the morning on Saturdays? I am sure God will still bless an activity if it starts on the other 
side of 11 a.m. Well, that introduction was to basically say that I am tired, and that means it's 
time for a list of random thoughts. 
1. With all the great new reality shows that are out, why has someone not jumped on the idea 
that I think would make television history? Some enterprising television executive needs to 
make Mike Tyson and Michael Jackson roommates in Jackson's Neverland ranch. 
First of all you have Jackson's weird obsession with hanging out with children, and you have 
Tyson's weird obsession with wanting to eat one of them. The conflict would be captivating. 
Then you have the fact that both of them sound like 12-year-old girls when they talk. Who 
wouldn't want to hear two grown men giggle like school girls as they sit and talk late at night in 
their matching cowboy pajamas. 
Not to mention the ridiculous ways that they have altered their appearance, lately. Jackson, 
whose nose is so pointy now it looks like a number two pencil has made himself ridiculous look-
ing. Next time you see him on TV squint real hard and you will swear that you are seeing Cher. 
Then there is Tyson, who recently tattooed his face. The sad thing about that statement is that it 
is not shocking at all. It was almost inevitable that he would do such a thing. The shocking thing 
is that it was a tribal design and not something more ridiculous like a crazy looking clown or a 
pink hippopotamus. The tribal design, although on the face, was a bit too tame. 
You could make it more interesting and have them perform songs for Simon from American 
Idol. How great would it be to see Tyson go nuts and take a hunk out of Simon's ear after being 
called "horrendous." I am telling you, someone should pay me to be a television executive. 
2. Are the evolutionary scientists excited because they can point to Evan Marriott from "Joe 
Millionaire" and say that they have found the link between man and ape? Watching him was like 
making fun of the smelly kid in high school. It was fun for a while, then it actually started to get 
sad. When they gave him $500,000 at the end of the show, he automatically made his way up to 
the top of the "Person most likely to squander a large sum of money on cheese whiz, monster 
truck rallies and pro wrestling pay-per-views" list. 
3. In the list of life's little annoyances, not having a clean towel ranks really high up there. 
Nothing is worse than being forced to either air dry or use a towel that smells like mildew. One 
time at summer camp I had to use a towel that smelled like the house of a lady with 12 cats. That 
thing was growing blue cheese dressing by the end of the week. I believe that story officially 
ruined all chances of a productive social life on campus for me. 
4. Can we please ship Martin Sheen, Geanine Garafalo (note to my editors: don't bother look-
ing up the right spelling of her name, she doesn't deserve it) and the rest of the tree hugging, 
anti-war, Hollywood weirdos to their own island? They can set up their own government and eat 
granola, protest things and listen to Simon and Garfunkle all day long, and the rest of us can go 
about our business without having to listen to their nonsense every time they don't agree with 
something. President Bush has people like Colin Powell, Donald Rumsfield and Dick Cheney 
that help him make decisions, but Martin Sheen plays the president on TV, so he must know 
what is best for the country. Someone send the three of them to Iraq and let them live there. They 
could be the celebrity judges for Iraqi Idol, or the newest reality show Mohammed Millionaire. 
Well, I am officially going senile in this hotel room, and it is three degrees at best in here and 
the bed looks warm, so it's time to sign off. When it comes to random thoughts, the Price is 
Right. 
Editors note: the name of the comedienne cited in point four should be spelled "Janeane 
Garofalo,"not "Geanine Garafalo." 
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Kairos involved with culture 
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Call us at 910.962.3243 or 800.228.5571 
EmaiUummer@uncw.edu or visit www.uncw.edu/iiummsjch 
By Rhiannon Berry, asst. news 
editor 
"Oftheworld.notinit?" 
You've probably seen the 
posters around campus, but 
have you noticed what they are 
for? Tuesday, March 4, at 7 
p.m., "Culture Shape Live" will 
be taking place, a time to really 
find out how Christians can 
impact their culture. 
The interactive variety 
show about the arts and media 
will be put on by Kairos, a 
group headed up by senior 
Chad Kennedy. Held in 
DeMoss Hall 1114, "the 
evening is designed to get stu-
dents thinking about Chris-
tians' involvement with main-
stream culture," Kennedy said. 
The event is open to the entire 
student body. 
The night will consist of 
performances by The Soul 
Cafe Band, poetry reading by 
junior Jared Mink, a culture 
news update similar to The 
Daily Show and a talk show. 
Professors Karen Prior, Lyn-
nda Beavers'Todd Smith and 
Lew Weider will all be partici-
pating in the talk show. "We 
chose (the professors) for their 
variety of experiences," 
Kennedy said. "This is similar 
to Christian artists, musicians 
or writers who try to be salt 
and light in the mainstream." 
There will also be plenty of 
giveaways including Evanes-
cence, Switchfoot and Bebo 
Norman CDs, as well as an 
autographed copy of Michael 
Card's book "Scribbling in 
the Sand." There will be 
chances to win prizes 
throughout the event. 
Kennedy said that "Culture 
Shape Live" has been mostly 
organized by Kairos members, 
who were responsible for the 
graphic design work and radio 
spots. Kennedy will serve as 
the Master of Ceremonies. 
"I can't wait to hear what 
the audience has to say," 
Kennedy said. "Every time we 
have an open discussion at a 
Kairos event, the students' 
questions and comments 
make everyone consider new 
perspectives and ideas. I know 
the open discussion will be an 
enriching time," he said. 
Senior Cameo Ray has 
enjoyed preparing for Culture 
Shape Live and is looking for-
ward to the event itself. "I 
think I'll enjoy hearing the 
professors discuss how Chris-
tians should interact with cul-
ture and media," Ray said. 
Kennedy and the other 
members of Kairos wanted an 
opportunity to address the 
relationship between Chris-
tians and pop culture, and how 
they can be "in the world, not 
of it." The event is designed to 
dig deeper into this topic in a 
relaxed and fun atmosphere, 
Kennedy said. 
He hopes to offer solutions 
to how attendees can mold the 
world around them. "We 
believe there are positive, 
proactive ways Christians can 
shape the culture around 
them, and we want to share 
some of these opportunities," 
Kennedy said. The talk show 
was designed for that, and for 
a time when students can find 
out answers to their own 
questions. ' 
While Kairos meets once a 
week, it is generally for plan-
ning purposes. These times 
help the group work on its 
Web site and plan for events 
like Culture Shape Live. 
Depending on how Tuesday 
evening goes, Kennedy said he 
hopes to hold another event in 
April. In the meantime, Kairos 
will have a movie discussion 
time at the end of March. 
Freshman Stephanie 
Brown first got involved with 
Kairos last semester because 
of its interest in Christians 
and culture. "(Kairos) is a 
group with purpose and I 
wanted to be involved with it," 
Brown said. 
Anyone needing more 
information on Culture Shape 
Live or interested in being a 
part of Kairos can contact 
Kennedy at cultureshape® 
hotmail.com. 
Tip; Decreasing crime campus-wide 
SUSAN WHITLEY 
CALL 'EM UP — LUPD now provides a tip line for students to help decrease crime on campus. 
Continued from page Al 
implementing this sort of system include the 
College of William & Mary and UVa. 
LUPD is working on its Web site and eventu-
ally might convert the tip line into an email for-
mat as well. For now, the system uses voice 
mail. "I check the messages from the tip line 
each morning," Brown said, explaining how the 
line is maintained. 
When calling in, the department suggests 
that students leave as much information as pos-
sible. This information might include locations, 
names involved, and other details specific to the 
situation. The tip line has not received many 
calls yet, but the department thinks this is due 
to a lack of knowledge about the system. 
"It is my belief that two to three percent of 
students on this campus cause the majority of 
the problems," Smith said. Smith hopes that 
this will be an effective way of lowering the 
crime on campus because the majority of stu-
dents are more law-abiding. The phone number 
for the tip line is 582-STOP (7867). 
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We are a full service custom sporting goods specialist 
Churches • Clubs • Companies • Events 
Sports Teams • Social Groups 
Offering corporate identity services such as inhouse logo design 
Screen printing & embroidering 
T-shirts • Hats • Sweatshirts • Jackets 
Blankets • Bags 
Customized promotional items from address books to zipper 
pullers, from back scratchers to yo yos. If you want your name 
on it, we offer it! 
416 Main Street • 434-528-1416 
Downtown next to the Texas Inn 
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Sodexho improves LU dining B igiBMBIBlBMBJBlBJBMBMBMBIBMBJBigMBJaBMBJ @ 
Byfa.k.e.Be,ue'reP? |rl®r . the Cafe a la Carte in DeMoss Hall. With 
these new additions students are being 
Students may still call the Dining Hall 
"the Rot," but Sodexho has taken drastic 
steps to change the face of dining at Lib-
erty. 
"It's an exciting time to be at Liberty 
from a food service perspective," said Steve 
MELISSA GORNICK 
WAITING AND READY — Sodexho workers wait for students to soon swarm 
their food station. Many updates have recently been made to the dining hall. 
Mangan, who is serving his fourth semester 
as Director of Dining Services. "Customer 
satisfaction" is his foremost goal, Mangan 
said. And customer satisfaction was the 
driving force behind new facilities like the 
Keyhole Convenience Store in Dorm 14 and 
given more eating options and a more 
pleasurable dining experience. 
"Sometimes I don't feel like walking 
across campus for dinner. The Keyhole 
store is right in my dorm," sophomore 
Robbie Smith said. Smith thinks it was a 
great idea to 
create a food 
service on "the 
Circle." 
The cafeteria 
is experiencing a 
makeover too. 
The new "Vege-
tarian Line," 
makes eating 
healthy easier. 
The greens are 
plentiful, the 
tofu comes in 
three flavors, 
and the exotic 
dishes add vari-
ety to the menu. 
"The vegetarian 
line is nice 
because it gives 
us something new and different. I loved 
the strawberry sandwiches," junior Honor 
Richards, a health conscious nursing stu-
dent, said. 
One major concern last fall was the vol-
ume of students who would be eating on 
campus and the never-ending lines they 
would have to endure. To remedy this, the 
Sodexho staff moved the cashier stations at 
the entrance back and made the food bars 
more accessible. Plans for an amusement 
park-style waiting area are underway to 
help keep students under shelter while 
waiting. 
Along with these plans to prevent exces-
sive lines, Sodexho hopes to pull some of 
the crowds away from the cafeteria by 
placing more convenience stops around 
campus. Jazzman's, a coffee shop near the 
computer lab, will probably be the newest 
addition to the array of eating options. 
The shop will sell sandwiches and other 
"grab and go" treats along with a variety of 
coffees. 
Some students see a need for a new 
major facility, a building like the existing 
dining hall. Mangan said the idea is being 
tossed around, but no facility of that sort 
will be built until the growth of the student 
population is "solid and substantial," 
which may not be too far in the future. The 
admissions department is processing more 
applications than ever before, and Liberty's 
enrollment has grown at an accelerating 
rate each year. 
But in the meantime, Sodexho will con-
tinue to tweak the present program. Man-
gan has high expectations for the business 
and its efforts to satisfy customers. His 
personal vision is that LU Dining services 
"be recognized as a regional food leader." 
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New a t Sodexho 
N e w features for 2002-2003 
• Ni '.w tables and chairs to save space and give the 
cafeteria a more modern look 
•Three salad bars make saladsfnope accessible arid 
eliminate long waits 
•Tables and chairs in DeMoss next to A La Carte 
station 
•Keyhole Convenience Store in Dorm \4 
•Takeout Center in Cafeteria 
•More Special Events/Theme Nights such as 
Valentine's Day Dinner, Men's Dinner and 
upcoming Spring Break giveaways 
Coming Soon: 
•Wok Station for your favorite stir fry 
•Mexican bar 
•Design changes for a new "ambience" 
•Expanded ice cream bar with more dessert choices 
•More flexible meal plans and lower prices for 
commuter students 
•Jazzman's Coffee Shop on the second floor of 
DeMoss) 
•A repeat of the popular "steak night" 
•Freshmen and sophomores will be able to use ID 
cards at other locations than the cafeteria 
•More convenience stops popping up 
GRAPHIC BY DANIEL JACKSON 
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Modern Day Hero: 
Dr. William Matheny 
By Ricky Hardison, reporter 
History and missions professor Dr. William Matheny received 
the Modern Day Hero Award for February. The student nomi-
nated award is meant to recognize "a low profile individual mak-
ing a high impact for the kingdom." 
Associate Dean of Men Josh Brown and Dean of Men Dane 
Emerick presented the award in last Wednesday's convocation. 
"It came as a surprise," Matheny said. When asked to describe 
his first reaction to receiving the award, Matheny responded, 
"Disbelief." 
Several students agree that Matheny truly deserved this 
recognition. "The first thing that comes to mind when I sit in Dr. 
Matheny's classes is, (this is) a man who is sold out for Christ," 
senior Daniel Love said. "His integrity and passion for the stu-
dents makes him more than 
just a teacher to us. He 
becomes a role model and a 
hero." 
Love, who is currently tak-
ing his fourth Matheny course, 
continued, "I think he is too 
humble to really accept our 
admiration and praise of him, 
but someday he will receive the 
proper honor and glory he 
deserves from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for he has been faithful 
to the task which the Lord has 
given him." 
Before coming to LU, Math-
eny served in the Marines during the Korean War, and he 
served as a missionary to Peru and Ecuador for a combined total 
of 17 years. 
One current student believes that Matheny's diverse life expe-
MATHENY 
riences brings a lot to the classroom. "Even if he had never been 
a teacher at Liberty, he would still be worthy of receiving the 
Modern Day Hero Award," senior Keith Ressa said. 
"He's one of my favorite teachers because his style combines 
his great wealth of knowledge with a very entertaining sense of 
humor," Ressa added. 
This Modern Day Hero has said that the greatest thing about 
teaching is "relating to students in a Christian University in a 
Christian setting." At age 70, Matheny said that he has no plans 
for retirement. 
Students call Matheny a model teacher. Matheny, on the 
other hand, took time to describe what he considers a model stu-
dent: "He's a growing, spirit-filled Christian who's in the word 
. everyday. His life shows that God is in the process of transform-
ing him. He is also active in a local church, and he's a witness." 
Matheny also teaches Old and New Testament Survey at Cen-
tral Virginia Community College. He has been married to Mirle 
Matheny for 42 years, and they attend Forest Baptist Church. 
He holds an M.A. and Ph.D. from Texas Christian University 
and an M.Div. from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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2003 Liberty University Festival Sponsorship Overview 
Fwrtlval 
ISon Burst 
Joy Fest 
Spring Celebration 
Joy Fest 
At lanta Fest 
Alive Fest 
Creation East 
Kings Fest 
Shout Fest 
Spirit Song 
Sonshine Festival 
Creation West 
Spirit West Coast 
Gospel Days 
Christian Music Day 
Fall Celebration 
Fall Celebration 
Fall Celebration 
Paramount '* Carowinds Charlotte, NC 
Paramount's Carowinds Charlotte, NC 
Paramount's Great America Santa Clara, CA 
Paramount's Kings Dominion, Doswell VA 
Six Flags Atlanta, GA 
Clay's Park Resort Canal Fulton, OH 
Agape Farm Mt. Union, PA 
Paramount's Kings Dominion, Doswell VA 
Paramount's Carowinds Charlotte, NC 
Paramount's Kings Island Cincinnati, OH 
Wilmar Civic Center Wilmar, MN 
THE GORGE George, WA 
Laguna Seca Monterey CA 
Paramount's Carowinds Charlotte, NC 
Paramount's Carowinds Charlotte, NC 
Paramount's Kings Dominion, Doswell VA 
Paramount's Great America Santa Clara, CA 
Paramount's Kings Island Cincinnati, OH 
| 
April 26 , 2003 
May 24 , 2003 
May 3 1 , 2003 
May 3 1 , 2003 
June 18-21 
June 18-21 
June 25-28 
June 26-2G 
June 28 , 2003 
July 10-12 
July 10-12 
July 23-26 
July 24-2C 
August 30 , 2003 
September 20 , 2003 
September 20 , 2003 
October 4, 2003 
October 1 1 , 2003 
Evangelist E.V. Hill dies at 69 
Dr. E. V. Hill, well known evangelist and pastor of 
Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church in Ixis Ange-
les, died last Tuesday, Feb. 25. He was 69. Chancellor 
Jerry Falwell will participate in his funeral service on 
Saturday, March 8. 
Hill, a frequent speaker at Thomas Road Baptist 
Church, died of pneumonia at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center in Los Angeles. For 40 years, he served as a 
pastor and activist civil rights leader. He served on the 
board of directors of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association and was a leader in Mount Zion's denomi-
nation, the National Baptist Convention. 
Chancellor .Jerry Falwell was a close friend and ally 
of Hill. On hearing of his friend's death, Falwell called 
Hill "one of the most dazzling and effective preachers 
of his generation." 
"He was a community-minded pacesetter, pro-life 
leader and moral crusader," Falwell said. 
Hill spoke and wrote on a variety of topics and in 
many different venues. He was a speaker at several 
Promise Keepers events, both the Republican and 
Democratic National Conventions and on the "Focus 
on the Family" radio program. 
An early leader in the civil rights movement, Hill 
joined Dr. Martin Luther King and several other black 
pastors to form the Southern Christian Leadership 
Council. He continued to be active in the movement 
throughout his life, biter he added the unborn to the 
list of disadvantaged groups he spoke for, becoming a 
leader in the pro-life movement. 
Hill was born in a log cabin in a rural Texas neigh-
borhood. He received his bachelor's degree from 
Prairie View A&M and his doctorate from Oral 
Roberts University. He began ministering in the Watts 
neighborhood of Los Angeles in 1963. 
Survivor: 
Continued from page Al 
Student rescued 
three-sided nest where he would spend the next 15 horn's trying to 
keep warm. Every 30 minutes or so he would get up and walk 
around to warm himself. 
The 20-foot strip of rock where Nester was stranded is located 
near Big Island, Va., about 40 miles northwest of Lynchburg. 
Knowing the risks involved in canoeing alone in less than optimal 
conditions, he had told his girlfriend, senior Coby Vandenberg, 
that if he wasn't back by 10 p.m. that night to call the police. 
With this in mind, Nester wasn't too worried about being res-
cued. And he had a lot of time to think while he was trapped on the 
island. Nester told reporters from the News & Advance that he 
prayed the whole night, and that he "believed that God was in con-
trol of the situation." 
Meanwhile, Vandenberg called the police. They got all the 
information they could from her then said that they could not take 
action until a person has been missing for 48 hours. Frustrated, 
Vandenberg called her boyfriend's parents, who immediately got 
on the phone with the Glasgow Rescue Squad, located near Big 
Island. The rescue team showed up on the scene at around 7 a.m. 
At the same time a team of Liberty students were setting out to 
find the missing Ben Nester. Still worried, Vandenberg had con-
tacted about 20 of Nester's friends and told them of the situation. 
Junior Matt Burkey was one of the students who set out to find 
Nester. "I heard he was stranded on an island, and I wanted to see 
if I could help," Burkey said. Burkey and his friend, junior Josh 
Morris, left that morning in hopes of finding Nester's old pickup 
and following the trail to Nester himself. 
But rescuers had called in a helicopter from Richmond that got 
JOHN ElSHER 
ON THE RIVER — Nester stands by the James a week after his 
island ordeal. He was stranded on an island for 15 hours. 
there first. The helicopter landed on the small island at around 9 
a.m. and retrieved the shivering Nester. "That was my first heli-
copter ride, and I really dug it," Nester said to News & Advance 
reporters. 
It was certainly an experience that Nester will not soon forget. 
He said the main thing he wants to communicate to other adven-
ture-seekers is to "learn a lesson from my stupidity. If you want to 
go canoeing, take a friend along." 
Even experienced boaters would have had their hands full that 
day. The water level in the James was nine feet over zero, with 
zero water level being the lowest point a boater can run without 
having to get out of the boat, according to Glenn Rose, owner of 
James River Basin Canoe Livery in Lexington. Even a water level 
of four feet is dangerous for intermediate boaters. 
Nester had been on the river seven times, but the eighth time 
proved that you can never have enough experience for conditions 
like he was faced with on that snowy Tuesday last week. 
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Update: Leadership 
experience change 
Continued from page Al 
school in general. "Things go 
back to normal, it all depends 
on how you take the messages 
personally," Lynn Lassinger, 
also a prayer leader for 30-3, 
said. 
Other prayer leaders 
agreed. "There was one stu-
dent who had a major 
change. He was convicted by 
the messages so he threw out 
a lot of CDs and movies. It 
was a really good week, but 
there wasn't a whole lot of 
change on campus or in the 
dorm that was really notice-
able," freshman PL Kenneth 
Campbell said. 
Some students noted that 
there wasn't a lot of change 
visible because the change 
wasn't needed. "In order for 
there to have been a drastic 
change, it had to have been 
negative before. We've 
always been growing. The 
changes take place in the 
prayer groups. It's not sup-
posed to be a campus-wide 
high," junior KatrinaTre-
fzgersaid. 
An indication of the 
impact that SEW had on 
campus may have been the 
success of Mission's Empha-
sis Week. "Results of Spiri-
tual Emphasis Week may 
have been seen in Mission's 
Emphasis Week with the 
decisions made there. Do I 
attribute all of it to Spiritual 
Emphasis Week? No, but it 
had a tremendous help," Car-
son said. 
Carson believes that true 
change from events such as 
Spiritual Emphasis Week are 
not seen immediately, but 
are like seeds that grow with 
time and nurturing. The fruit 
from such an event may not 
be seen until much later. 
"Spiritual Emphasis Week 
boosted the spiritual temper-
ature of the campus a couple 
of degrees. When will the 
seeds come? I don't know," 
Carson said. 
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Opinion There is no conversation more boring than the one where everybody agrees. -Michel de Montaigne » 
I The Liberty 
Reasons to go home for the weekend 
1. Home cooked meals (I can smell 
it from 70 miles away). 
2. Your laundry has exploded out of 
the closet and made it virtually 
impossible to discern whether or 
not you are indeed sleeping in 
your bed. 
3 . You've got a girl (or guy) back 
home. Woo hoo! 
4. You're laying low. 
5. You're stir crazy and your whole 
dorm sleeps until 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. 
6. The dentist (he hates you too). 
7. You're broke. 
8. Screaming freshmen at 2 a.m. 
9. A hot shower with decent water 
pressure. » 
10. To see family (Hi mom!) 
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Pol ic ies 
The Champion encour-
ages community members 
to submit letters to the 
editor on any subject. 
Letters should not exceed 
400 words and must be 
typed and signed.The 
deadline is 6 p.m. Monday. 
Letters and columns 
that appear are the opin-
ion of the author solely, 
not the Champion edito-
rial board or Liberty 
University. 
All material submitted 
becomes property of the 
Champion. The 
Champion reserves the 
right to accept, reject or 
edit any letter received — 
according to the 
Champion stylebook, 
taste and the Liberty 
University mission state-
ment. 
Send letters to: Liberty 
Champion, Liberty 
University, Box 2000, 
Lynchburg, VA 24506 or 
drop off in DeMoss Hall 
1035. 
The Champion is avail-
able online at: www.liber-
ty.edu/info/ 
champion. 
Government fails at its basic role 
wesrickards 
It's been an apprehensive 
last couple of weeks, but 
finally, the nation's terror 
alert has been downgraded 
from "orange" to "yellow." 
Meaning, according to last 
Friday's USA Today that the 
potential for a 
terror strike has 
been eased to 
"significant." 
I'm not one 
to parse words, 
but if there is a 
"significant" 
chance that 
some attack will 
occur, I'm not 
going to be feel-
ing too good 
about my odds. After all, 
when I think of what "signifi-
cant" means, I'm thinking that 
there's probably a major 
chance that something cata-
clysmic will happen, or worse, 
something of that nature is 
inevitable. 
I'll laugh though, when I 
hear a late-night comic jest 
about whatever color Home-
land Security deems our 
awareness to be ("Tonight it's 
fuchsia"), and I didn't stock up 
on supplies when we were liv-
ing under orange. Instead, 
what concerns me the most is 
that by telling us to be wary, if 
not expectant of any attacks, 
our government is conceding 
that it has failed in its most 
basic goal: To protect its citi-
zens. 
Orange, the state of aware-
ness that we were in for 20 
days, tells of the "dramatic 
warnings of biological, chemi-
cal or radiological attacks" 
and leads to increased secu-
rity. But now, despite the fact 
that we edge closer to a war 
with Iraq with every changing 
day and we 
heard ofone 
thwarted terror-
ist plan during 
"orange", we're 
back to yellow. 
Why? 
Because basi-
cally, we've 
passed the Mus-
lim religious 
period of Hajj 
(even though, as 
political correctness has 
taught us, Muslim's aren't ter-
rorists and cannot be 
searched by airport screeners 
lest they be guilty of racial 
profiling), so the threat is not 
as imminent as previously 
thought. 
So put down the duct tape, 
there are only "significant" 
chances of something like my 
water being poisoned, an 
anthrax outbreak, suicide 
bombers, or any sort of 
unimaginable catastrophe 
occurring. That is, until we 
attack Iraq, when it's believed 
that Washington will once 
again boost the awareness 
back to high alert, the afore-
mentioned "orange". 
Am I supposed to sleep bet-
ter at night, knowing this? If 
we know of imminent terror-
ist attacks, it's the govern-
ment's sole responsibility to 
prevent it. We spend over $2 
trillion a year in our federal 
budget, yet any shady individ-
ual with access to radioactive 
material (which can be 
obtained when the former 
Soviet Union sells or "loses" it, 
or from an increasingly hostile 
Bill Clinton-supplied North 
Korea) can leave a bomb 
inside a suitcase and destroy a 
city the size of Miami in one 
fell swoop. So thanks Mr. 
Ridge and the rest of the 
bureaucrats in charge of 
Homeland Security, I feel real 
good right now. 
So what do we do? 
Remember that national 
defense is our sole priority. 
Anything that's going on in 
Congress should stop unless it 
> can answer the question in the 
affirmative, "Will this aid our 
national security?" lean 
hardly think that something 
like the liberals filibustering 
the nomination of Miguel 
Estrada, or anything that goes 
on at Capitol Hill right now, is 
making this nation a little 
safe. We need to put a tax cut 
(or a tax increase) on hold 
until we can root out a little 
evil, and stop worrying about 
how grandma's dwindling 
social security and Medicare 
checks are going to pay for her 
increasing prescription drug 
bill, and start paying attention 
to our Constitutional obliga-
tion: Keeping me safe. 
Put the Iraqi war into per-
spective. 
If attacking the Iraqis is 
going to jeopardize security in 
America, we need to re-evalu-
ate our game plan. I'm nor-
mally bellicose and gung-ho 
on the war front, and I sup-
ported a war in Iraq based 
solely on the fact that I 
believed that dictator Saddam 
Hussein represented a clear 
and present danger to Ameri-
can sanctity, and therefore 
needed to be removed from 
his position. If Iraq possesses 
nuclear, chemical or biological 
weapons of mass destruction, 
and is a past and future ally of 
terrorists that threaten the 
United States, we go in. But, if 
by taking out Saddam we only 
manage to provoke otherwise 
docile terrorists, or worse, he 
gives those weapons (which, 
we're told he more than likely 
won't use them against the 
U.S. if we don't attack) to al 
Qaeda in an effort to topple 
us, then we're a lot worse off 
than before. Our administra-
tion needs to take a long look 
at the potential positives and 
negatives that will result from 
attacking, and not attacking, 
Iraq. We must also analyze its 
short-term and long-term 
consequences before we 
decide whether or not we 
should act. Securing oil fields 
or launching an arbitrary war 
doesn't make me safe, and 
that's not the job of our gov-
ernment. As long as we're at 
"orange", or "yellow", our gov-
ernment fails in its basic job. 
Pro-life plates draw controversy 
A bill on Virginia Governor Mark 
Warner's desk is making controversy 
before it's even law. The bill, which 
would create a license plate with the 
phrase "Choose Life" printed on it, has 
already drawn criticism from the ACLU, 
reports the News and Advance. The 
ACLU claims 
that it vio- • • 
lates the first 
amendment 
by allowing 
the govern-
ment to take 
sides on the 
debate over 
abortion. 
While.the 
ACLU may 
think that 
they have 
stumbled 
onto another 
fresh viola-
tion of the bill 
of rights, I 
have news for 
them. 
I come 
If you're going to 
give the people of our 
state the right to sup-
port their ideologies 
and monetarily donate 
to its cause in such a 
way, you ought to at 
least give them the 
benefit of not splitting 
their money from 
their words. 
V 
from Charlottesville, a town just north 
of here, where the University of Virginia 
predominates the downtown and the 
fans are all Hoos. The football games 
are crowded, the clientele are openly 
biased and the parking lots are full of 
cars with UVa license plates. The hor-
ror! It shocked me too, when I first real-
ized that despite an obvious violation of 
the first amendment the state govern-
ment was openly a fan of UVa. 
Of course I'm being facetious, but 
this is the sort of logic that the ACLU is 
using. No one in their right mind asso-
ciates the government with the mes-
sages on individual license plates. They 
associate the 
message with 
the driver of 
the car, who 
picked the 
plate by his 
own free will. 
This is an 
exercise of 
freedom of 
speech not a 
violation of it. 
The govern-
ment has not forced these 
plates on people. Rather, 
they have merely considered 
offering the plate to them as 
an additional option, one 
that it is at their discretion to 
turn down. 
Other critics of the 
"Choose Life" plates include 
Planned Parenthood, which complains 
that the additional $10 charge on the 
plates would be unfairly directed to cri-
sis pregnancy centers instead of adop-
tion centers that take no political stand 
on abortion. Well, duh. Those that buy 
the plates are doing so in support of 
such pregnancy centers, and to such 
centers they should go. Just as those 
beneppard 
who purchase the "Save the Bay" plate 
do so in order to help preserve the 
Chesapeake Bay. I don't see any of those 
funds getting earmarked for Smith 
Mountain Lake. And I don't see any 
environmentalist belly aching, because 
the Commonwealth of Virginia has sud-
denly given the first 
amendment the boot and 
sided with salt water. If 
you're going to give the 
people of our state the 
right to support their ide-
ologies and monetarily 
donate to its cause in such 
a way, you ought to at least 
give them the benefit of 
not splitting their money 
from their words. 
This is not the first time 
creative license plates have been con-
troversial, however. The "Sons of Con-
federate Veterans" was initially kept 
from displaying their entire logo, 
because the bars and stars were seen as 
offensive, and other cases challenging 
pro-life messages on creative plates 
have been filed in eight states. The 
number of wins to losses in these cases, 
however, has been mixed. 
So while the ACLU spends its money 
considering a legal challenge to a bill, 
which doesn't infringe on any of our 
civil liberties, the bill sits on our gover-
nor's desk, where it could in all likeli-
hood die. President Bush, I think I've 
found the perfect place to start those 
much needed spending cuts. 
S P E A K U P i Who would you like to live next to in heaven? 
"Brad Pitt, hey I couldn't 
date him here, so maybe we 
could hook up there." 
-Crystal Carey, Sr. 
Denver, Col. 
"When I get to heaven 1 want 
the people that live next to me 
to be my best friends, Jennie 
and Aimee, because they love 
me no matter what." 
-Abigail Arnold, Jr. 
Goshen, lod. 
"I would like to have my 
husband as a neighbor on 
one side. On the other side 1 
would like to have the 
Apostle Paul." 
-April Holt, Fr. 
Gloucester, Va. 
"My family and my ex-sister-
in-law because they're the 
people who I love most and 
because I can't imagine heav-
en without them." 
—Heidi Shumate, Fr. 
Lynchburg, Va. 
"I would want Moses to be 
my neighbor so I can ask 
him questions about what it 
was like to do all he did for 
God." 
—Virginia Henslee, So. 
Maryville, Tenn. 
"I would love to live next to 
the Apostle Paul. He loved 
to talk and so do I. We could 
chat for forever!" 
—Nathaniel Johnson, Fr. 
Green Bay, Wis. 
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Commentary 
Michael Jackson Competition makes the grade 
You're bad, we know it: So just beat it! 
We know he used to be 
black. We know he sleeps 
with children other than 
his own. We know his 
face is more plastic than 
flesh. And we most 
assuredly know that he is 
bizarre at best. 
So what is the real rea-
son that Michael Jackson 
is on a major primetime 
special biography? Hasn't 
everyone seen the count-
less interviews, commen-
taries, news spots, and 
made-for-TV movies that 
have instantly made every 
American a trivial expert? 
Admittedly, it is enter-
taining to watch for five 
minutes. The plump 
British man, Martin 
Bashir, asks a probing 
question and Michael 
struggles to shape his face 
into one of shock. Even 
more entertaining is to 
hear how he "loves" chil-
dren. When asked if he 
slept with children other 
than his own, he smiles 
and calmly answers "Yes, 
everyone should do it." I 
would think about the per-
version of the statement, 
but I can't get over his 
sweet, womanly voice. 
This is entertainment at 
its best or worst. If we are 
talking revenue, then this 
interview takes the bank. 
Quality, however, is a dif-
ferent realm. The newest 
addition to the plethora of 
pieces on the "King of Pop" 
is neither new nor rele-
vant. His name is almost a 
cliche after Saturday Night 
Live skits and 
Entertainment News have 
used it for all it's worth. 
The steady decline of 
shows on television has 
reached its peak here. The 
20/20 special 10 years ago 
on Jackson was good. The 
news was fresh and the 
interest of viewers was 
high. Now, I can't help but 
think that the handful of 
stations that are still airing 
the special are just squeez-
ing the topic for every drop 
of juice they can salvage. 
We hear the television 
shouting at us: "But he's 
crazy!" And we all know 
that. But he seems pretty 
happy in Neverland where 
he surrounds himself with 
Lost Boys. 
Television: "But he dan-
gled his baby over the bal-
cony!" And if I see one 
more clip of that footage 
flashed before my retina, I 
might just have to do the 
same to myself. 
Television: "He was 
constantly beaten by his 
severely overbearing 
father?!" You don't say! 
I was watching the 
bizarre interview and hav-
ing a terribly hounding 
case of deja vu. 
Wondering why I had this 
feeling, I jumped on the 
conclusion that I knew 
Michael Jackson almost 
better than I know any 
single member of my 
extended family. 
Suffice it to say, pre-
dictability is the captain 
choice of words for 
description of this show. 
Michael Jackson needs to 
be left in his play land 
alone where he can read 
bedtime stories after serv-
ing milk and cookies to his 
juvenile visitors. Let the 
law enforcement officials 
figure out if he is a 
pedophile or not, because 
frankly I want to get over 
this habit of nearly vomit-
ing when Jackson pops up 
on TV to describe his 
"friendly" relationships 
with innocent children. 
I searched with great 
difficulty in hopes of find-
ing a redemptive aspect to 
the two-hour waste-of-air-
space. I discovered one 
thing and one thing only. I 
was overjoyed to hear that 
the poor shlubs of Britain 
had to endure a grueling 
eight-hour time slot devot-
ed to the same interview. I 
guess this type of thing will 
continue until the King's 
nose falls off. 
jakebeleu 
Everybody remembers that day. 
After 12 years of hard work you have 
finally made it. There are many 
memories that begin to flood your 
mind. Perhaps it was when you 
finally made the • , 
basketball team. • • " 
Or maybe it was 
the first day you 
walked into class 
with your new 
braces. (The 
humiliation of 
that day will 
never be forgot-
ten.) Better yet, 
maybe you 
remember all of 
those nights 
where you went 
to sleep instead 
of doing your 
homework. You 
will never forget _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ 
how you waited 
until the last night to start that sci-
ence project that you were given 
three months to complete. 
However, no matter where you 
went to high school there was a fun-
damental truth that existed. 
Somewhere in your class there was 
that person who never settled for 
less than perfect. Projects were 
never turned in late; rather they 
were turned in early. He had every 
vocab word and math equation 
memorized. He was always pre-
pared. He was the valedictorian. 
School is prepara-
tion for life and the 
truth is that life is full 
of disappointment and 
heartache. Creating a 
false world for chil-
dren will only serve to 
hinder them in the 
years to come. 
As you now sit with your class-
mates during the graduation ceremo-
ny you begin to wonder who this per-
son will be. As he or she slowly 
makes his way to the platform you 
see the person who 
was always taking 
notes and reading 
books. It is now his 
time to shine. 
Somewhere inside you 
silently respect that 
person for 
investing so 
much time 
into their 
work and 
now they 
are being 
honored. It 
is a timeless 
tradition 
and carries 
with it the 
support of 
all the faculty and staff. Or does it? 
A Fox News article chronicles the 
recent events that have taken place 
on the other side of the country. In 
Los Angeles Anisha Rastogi was noti 
fled that she would be the valedicto-
rian for Hemet High School. 
However, she might be the 
last. School board members and 
Principal Bill Black say that competi 
tion makes for an unhealthy educa-
tional environment. "If they are not 
number one, it could get their feel-
ings hurt if they are self-motivating 
11 benhastings 
and high-achieving students," Black 
said. Rastogi said that the system is 
not unfair because all of the students 
have had the same opportunities that 
she has. School officials insist they 
are just trying to be fair to all hard-
working students. 
I hope that I am not the only per-
son who is very worried about this. 
It seems as though any and all com-
petition is being eliminated between 
children so that they will not be 
"crushed." School is 
preparation for life, and 
the truth is that life is 
full of disappointment 
and heartache. Creating 
a false world for children 
will only serve to hinder 
them in the years to 
come. At what point do 
we stop. Why should 
there be any hierarchy at 
all? Why should there 
be any teachers, coaches 
and team captains? Do not the board 
members agree that this only makes 
the students and team members feel 
inadequate? There is a biblical prin-
ciple known as you reap what you 
sow. The world interprets this as 
what goes around comes around. 
Regardless of which view you take, 
the reality is that hard work will pay 
off in one form or another. Whether 
that is valedictorian or president of 
the United States, the implications 
are the same. 
Stupidity: A blemish to society 
jasonpope 
Letter to the Editor 1 
Be encouraged: 
Dear Editor, 
I am writing in 
response to the article "My 
soldier went to war for 
you" which appeared in 
the February 25 edition of 
The Liberty Champion. To 
Carrie I would just like to 
say that you are an amaz-
ing woman. I could feel 
your pain and tears as if 
they were my own and I 
understood your anger. 
My fiance is in the US 
ARMY Special Forces and 
we are also awaiting his 
orders to be deployed 
overseas. I am writing to 
say, I admire your courage 
and I want you to know 
that you are not alone. I 
would also like to encour-
age all of you wives, 
fiances, girlfriends, par-
ents and siblings concern-
ing the heroic task our 
men and women are about 
to undertake. 
I empathize with you 
wanting someone else to 
be the hero this time, but 
remember that God has 
called and prepared them 
"for such a time as this." 
1 cannot promise that 
you're not alone 
everything will be just 
"fine" and I know over the 
course of the next year 
that many of us will face 
great pain, we are at war, 
but I can promise that God 
is in control. 
I came across a very 
encouraging passage of 
scripture just this week 
and I would like to share it 
with you all. Forgive me 
Bible majors if the context 
is not exactly war with 
Iraq, but I believe it is 
both encouraging and rele-
vant. Jeremiah 31:16,17 
says, "Thus says the Lord, 
Restrain your voice from 
weeping and your eyes 
from tears; For your work 
will be rewarded, declares 
the Lord, and they will 
return from the land of the 
enemy. There is hope for 
your future, declares the 
Lord, and your children 
will return to their own 
territory." Keep persever-
ing Carrie and may you 
draw ever nearer to God 
during this time of trial. 
J.D.B. 
Future ARMY wife 
The last thing Americans 
need in this time of tough 
decision-making and social 
unrest is a lack of unity. 
One menacing threat to this 
concept of togetherness is 
stupidity. I am not saying 
that stupidity is a new con-
cept, but the timing of it is 
usually most 
inopportune. 
Even in these 
times, as if we 
don't have 
enough to deal 
with, people are 
choosing to 
cause grief for 
themselves and 
their fellow man. 
Foxnews.com 
reports a story set 
in a temporary employment 
agency in Huntsville, Ala. 
While up to 15 people were 
waiting for work, Emanuel 
Burl Patterson, an employ-
ment seeker, was among the 
participants of an argumen-
tative stint. The objects of 
dispute: a CD player and 
$20. 
It has been witnessed 
that Patterson was being 
teased and pushed when he 
decided to push back with a 
nine mm semiautomatic 
handgun. Four murders 
and one injury later, 
Patterson decided to forget 
employment and go home, 
leaving his application and 
personal information 
behind. Packing a nine mm 
on your first day, murdering 
over a CD player and $20 
and submitting your address 
before you leave: now that is 
stupid. 
Ahh Texas, home of great 
steaks, big belt buckles and 
Curtis Lee Robin. He is not 
anyone super special, just a 
guy with a stepson and an 
idea of discipline that is for 
the dogs. 
Thesmokinggun.com says 
that Robin forced the 11-
year-old to sleep in a dog-
house throughout the 
weather varying 
summer after 
whipping him 
with a car 
antenna. 
So, what 
comes of a 
"man" who 
beats a child 
with auto parts 
and reduces 
him to animal 
status? After 
pleading guilty to a felony, 
Robin signed an "Agreed 
Punishment 
Recommendations" form 
that requested he be fined 
$1000 and sentenced to 30 
consecutive nights in a dog-
house. I don't know 
whether this sentence is 
amusing or infuriating, but 
Robin's actions are worse 
than stupid. 
The focus now shifts to 
one who is not afraid to act 
against others in defense of 
his daughter, Philadelphia's 
Joseph Best. It is under-
standable that his system of 
"Best" justice would deserve 
a news write up on Sky.com. 
After all, it takes more than 
guts or motive to shoot 
young girls; it takes stupidi-
ty. 
Naturally, as all stories 
begin, Best's daughter was 
just walking along, minding 
her own business. 
Suddenly, she found herself 
"No officer, everything is just fine. I 
was just putting the kids to bed." 
in the line of fire and fell 
victim to neighborhood 
child's play; she was hit with 
a snowball. This was the 
initiator of the causal chain 
that produced a multifamily, 
roadside fight and ended 
with Best taking charge. 
Deciding to lead by exam-
ple, Dad returned to the 
scene and opened gunfire on 
the playing children, send-
ing a 10-year-old girl to the 
hospital with a critical head 
wound. 
I relay these instances to 
you not as a pitiful pessimist 
who deems all who err as 
unchangeable and doomed, 
but as an outraged inform-
ant who is dealing with a 
disturbing yet only occa-
sional reality. So, please 
allow me a moment of vent-
ing sarcasm: I would like to 
thank Emanuel Burl 
Patterson, Curtis Lee Robin, 
Joseph Best and other stu-
pid people for instilling in 
me a feeling of security 
among my fellow American 
people. Yes, you are the 
glue that adheres our social 
fabric in this great time of 
need and necessary unity. 
Without you, this nation 
may suffer the much dread-
ed stupidity deficiency. 
LIFE Q LU liyamiyhuti 
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HNMVG A HOME IN LYINCHBURO 
By Camie Popjaski, reporter 
More and more stu-dents are turning to off campus living in 
order to solve the problems 
with crowded dorms and 
rooms. There are many choic-
es for the students that want 
to cram into an apartment 
with a few roommates but 
some students have decided 
that an affordable house with 
a few friends is really the way 
to go. 
There are many houses in 
Lynchburg and surrounding 
areas for rent. You just need 
to know where to look, and 
one of the best places to start 
looking is on all the bulletin 
boards around campus. Most 
houses cost within the $600 
to $1000 range and with four 
or five students it really isn't 
much more expensive than 
living in an apartment with 
only two people. 
One of the things that 
makes a house nice is that it is 
much more spacious and 
there are generally more 
rooms. Another thing Liberty 
students love about living in 
houses is it makes it easier 
to have friends over to 
"hang out." 
"I have a few friends that 
live in a house off campus, 
sometimes it's just nice to get 
away from campus and away 
from the dorms," said Dan 
Ainsworth, a senior youth 
ministries major. On campus 
students are always looking 
for somewhere to chill out and 
just be with friends so the stu-
dents with the houses end up 
being the "big man (or 
woman) on campus." 
"Two of my girl friends live 
off campus in a house. I like 
going over there to just crash 
with a bunch of girls. 
Sometimes being off campus 
in a real home setting is just 
more relaxing," said Mandi 
Raborn, a special education 
major. 
Another plus for Liberty 
students is they have a pretty 
good reputation for paying 
bills on time and not causing 
tons of trouble. With this fac-
tor to work with sometimes 
the owner of the house will 
work with you on rent or leas-
ing issues. And just think, liv-
ing in somebody's house can 
be an excellent opportunity to 
witness and be a testimony by 
the way you conduct yourself. 
"Well, I really miss Dorm 
8," said Stephen Hamilton a 
sophomore Biblical studies 
major. "I really like living in a 
house with my two brothers 
though, it makes me feel more 
independent like I can make 
my own decisions. It's great." 
Some of the problems with 
living in a house include not 
being able to find enough peo-
ple to share the house with to 
make it worth your while. 
They take a lot more time and 
effort to keep clean, and the 
lease can be more involved 
because of the higher price 
than a regular apartment. 
For all you pet lovers out 
there, a house could be the 
way to go for you. Most 
apartment complexes either 
don't allow pets at all or the 
safety fee and the fee to keep 
them every month can get 
pretty expensive. Most peo-
ple who rent or lease a 
house will either only 
charge you one fee at the 
beginning or no fee at all 
provided you keep the house 
and yard clean. 
So, what do you have to do 
to qualify to live off campus? 
First you must be 21 by May 
31 for the spring semester or 
Dec. 31 for the fall semester. 
You also must have a recom-
mendation from the Dean of 
Men/Women's office. If you 
don't qualify for this you may 
live with an immediate family 
member who is over the age 
of 21, for example a mother or 
father, sister or brother. One 
other way to get off campus is 
for a medical reason, which 
must be recommended by 
Light Medical here on cam-
pus. Also, be careful, because 
if you are under the age of 30 
and receive 18 or more repri-
mands you could be required 
to move back on campus the 
next semester. 
Vinny's: A familiar face in a new place 
Continued from page A8 
Appetizers include, but definitely 
not limited to: Bruschetta for $2.25 
or a "Pot o' Gold" (combination of 
Mozzarella Sticks, Breaded 
Mushrooms, Toasted Ravioli, Onion 
rings and Vinny's chips—all served in 
a golden brown bowl made from a 
crispy dough shell).Vinny's has sev-
eral salads and soups, ranging from 
$2.25-$5.50. On the grill Vinny's 
cooks up subs and burgers—Philly 
Steak Sub for $4.50, Vinny's Great 
Half-Pounder for $4.50, and many 
more. 
Other subs and sandwiches have 
Vinny's touch as well, the Meatball 
Sub for $4.25, Italian Sausage Sub 
for $4.25, and more are found on the 
menu. Vinny's Specialties are filling 
portions of Italian favorites, includ-
ing: Manicotti, Lasagna, Chicken 
Parmigiano, mahi-mahi, Stuffed 
Shells, Baked Spaghetti, Grilled 
Salmon, and much more. The spe-
cialties run $5.50- $8.95. 
Finally, what Vinny's is famous 
for, the pizza. Vinny's pizzas run $8-
$14, and include such pizzas as the 
West Coast, Taco, Primavera, and 
many more. Vinny's also has a wide 
selection of calzones and stromboli's. 
Of course, what meal would be 
complete without dessert? Vinny 
wraps things up with fine Italian 
desserts like Tiramisu, Cannoli, 
Spumone, and of course cheesecake. 
In the mood for Italian? Head to 
Vinny's to get whatever you are crav-
ing. Buon Appetito! 
Waldens @$md 
Continued from page A8 
Available services include a dry cleaning service, copy and 
fax service, emergency maintenance, and the sale of postage 
stamps. Erin McGregor, a leasing consultant for Walden 
Pond said, "We have a lot of amenities to offer, students can 
really benefit from everything. Especially the guest suites 
available for nightly rental, for when parents or friends come 
to town." 
There are always activities going on at Walden Pond. 
There is a sense of community and many opportunities to 
socialize. This month includes a Disco Party, senior 
adults bingo, a kid's skate night and more. Classes 
offered include fire safety and self-defense. 
"They have really great amenities. We use the work-
out facilities a lot and they keep everything really clean. 
When the pool opens up we will enjoy that as well. It is 
really nice to live here," said junior Amber Walley, who 
has been a resident at Walden Pond for six months. 
Walden Pond is a beautiful place to live. The grounds 
are well kept and have many features of their own. In 
the midst of the apartments you can find a fishing pond 
New To You 
CONSIGNMENT SHOP 
Men's • Women's •junior's • Household Items 
H i g h Quality Items Without the Retail Price! 
Monday-Saturday 10:00am-7:00pm 
(434) 847-8600 
Candler's Station 
BROWNSTQNE 
PROPMTJEv 
Ji/igle Family iljjmvn 
• Funihhtd Uiiliii 
A u afuih/U;j, 'M fprih urn m 
385-1025 
• 
1658 Graves Mill Rd. 
www.brownstoneproperties.com 
SUSAN WHITLEY 
COME AND STAY AWHILE—This living room in one of the Walden 
Pond apartments is inviting to any visitor who stops by. 
with a gazebo and picnic areas. There is also a paved jog-
ging trail. 
Leases are available for seven and 12 month terms, a 
benefit for college students. Most pets are allowed. 
Features include a self-clean range, no-frost refrigerator, 
dishwasher and disposal. 
Stop by Walden Pond for more information or to take a 
look for yourself. They are located off 221 at 300-E 
Weeping Willow Drive, Lynchburg. Their phone number 
is: 385-5060 and website: www.waldenpondliving.com. 
Know 
CASEY ROSE 
Hometown: Goidsboro, N.C. 
Favorite Verse: Isaiah 40:31 
Favorite movie: Gone with the Wind 
Words to live by: Never frown, 
because you never know who's falling 
in love with your smile. 
Favorite day of the week: Sunday, 
because I love naps, and it's a must 
to take a nap on Sunday afternoon. 
What I do in my free time: Sleep and 
spend time with my best friend Sara. 
My ideal Saturday afternoon 
includes: Four-wheeling with my 
boyfriend Tommy on a hot day. 
Accomplishment I am most proud 
of: Winning the "Miss Fire Pageant 
2000-01" for all the county's fire 
departments. 
Most people don't know: I love pigs. 
Pet peeves: People talking to me 
while brushing their teeth. 
If I could be any car I would be: A 
truck, because I'm a country girl, and 
cars are for city girls. 
Favorite Fictional Character: 
Scarlett O'Hara 
What do you do when no one is 
watching? Lip-synch to Martina 
McBride. 
Something I collect: "I love Lucy" 
memorabilia. 
Favorite Junk Food: Snickers 
What I'm most grateful for: my sal-
vation 
Where I see myself after Liberty: 
Married, hopefully, and living in the 
country. 
-Compiled by Amy Jordan, LIFE! editor 
amyjordan 
A phone call to remember 
Every now and then, something happens that takes you completely by surprise. It always seems to me that it is when you are least expecting it that some 
thing really special and really profound happens. 
The other day I was doing my homework—that mun-
dane duty that we all must endure as college stu-
dents. In this particular class I was given the 
assignment to write a profile on someone 
worthy of being written about. My task 
was to write a lengthy article about some-
one who has done something unique, or 
has an interesting story to tell. So I chose 
my grandmother to write about, because 
she certainly has led an intriguing life 
with many adventures as a missionaiy in 
Kenya and Tanzania for almost 20 years. 
More importantly, I just love her, and I 
knew that because I love her so much, 
it would be easy to express that admi-
ration on paper. 
My grandmother lives in Oklahoma, 
So a face to face interview was out of 
the question. Thursday night before hall 
meeting I sat myself in front of my com-
puter and dialed her phone number. I 
expected it to be a somewhat typical phone 
call, where 1 could simply quote her telling a 
lot of the stories that I already knew. However, my phone 
call did not go as I expected it to. 
As my grandmother began detailing stories from her 
life in her strong Texas accent, I began to realize the 
depth and the width of the experiences that she went 
through as a missionary in Africa, and as a wife and 
mother. After spending 45 minutes hearing about the 
ways that God had proven Himself faithful to her time 
and time again, I found myself speechless. What I had 
expected to be an ordinary phone call ended up being 
something entirely different. When I finally hung up the 
phone with my grandmother, I couldn't help but to be 
completely moved by her strength and her faith in God 
through experiences such as being stranded in the 
middle of the African bush to being separated by a 
continent from her daughter. That little phone 
conversation made me all the more resolved to be 
the kind of wife, mother and grandmother that she 
has been. 
Why am I telling you about this simple 
I phone conversation? Because I have a 
I feeling that we could all benefit from 
knowing a little bit about our families 
and about the places that our parents 
and grandparents have been. 
Someone once said, "Never 
underestimate the value of the little 
moment." Take a few minutes this week 
to call your grandparents, or someone 
close to you. You'll be surprised at the way 
such a little moment will affect you. 
mmm wmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
picks of the week 
• 3/4 Culture Shape Live 
Kairos presents "Culture Shape Live," an interactive talk 
and variety show exploring how Christians relate to 
media and the arts. This event is located in DeMoss 1114 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday. 
• 3/6 Powder Puff Football Draft 
MISO is sponsoring this year's Powder Puff Football 
Game, and the draft night is at David's Place on 
Thursday at 7 p.m. For more information call the MISO 
office at ext. 2688. 
fun fact of the week 
More than 10 percent of 
all the salt produced 
annually in the world is 
used to de-ice American 
roads. 
Taken from www.tisolcssfacls.com 
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Vinny's Italian Grill and Pizzeria to open oil Timberlake 
By Carrie Fran, reporter 
Vinny's Italian Grill & Pizzeria is your basic Italian menu. However, each item is beyond 
comparison in taste. With an extensive 
menu of pastas, subs, pizzas, and 
more, Vinny's delivers the satisfaction 
to any Italian craving. 
The 10th Vinny's is almost at its 
completion, joining us here in 
Lynchburg. This will be the largest of 
the 10, which are located all over 
Virginia- including Fredricksburg, 
Richmond, Forest, and Northern 
Virginia. The restaurant plans on 
opening its doors the second week of 
March. The new location will be locat-
ed at 7001 Timberlake Road, right off 
501. 
Vinny is no stranger to Lynchburg. 
His family actually lives here, includ-
ing his father Sal. Sal, no stranger to 
the restaurant business himself, was 
the owner of Sal's Italian Restaurant-
which is the very same building that is 
now transforming into Vinny's. 
The Vinny's name should sound 
familiar to many of you. He created a 
Lynchburg reputation by driving a 
trailer to various locations around 
Lynchburg to sell his incredible 
cuisines and pizzas. Some of you may 
remember the slices of pizza found in 
the line for Scaremare—that was 
Vinny's. "Everyone knows Vinny's," Sal 
Vitale said of his son's business. 
"Vinny's food is incredible, I've been 
a faithful patron for a long time, and 
I'm really glad he's opened up this new 
location," one student said. 
Vinny's continues to create a name 
for himself by opening this new restau-
rant location. There are many anxious-
ly awaiting the new Vinny's. Freshman 
Jen Howard commented, "Italian is my 
favorite kind of food, so I am really 
excited to be getting a new Italian 
restaurant in Lynchburg." 
With a very affordable menu, it is a 
great investment for college budgets. The 
menu is filled with excellent selections. 
Please see VINNY'S, page A7 
JOHN FISHER 
WORTH THE WAIT—Vinny's new location will open soon. 
(Sountus ££*een/ 
By Laura Beaton, reporter 
D! 
JOHN FISHER 
HOME SWEET HOME—The clubhouse at the Vistas apartments offer a comfortable, yet classy environment for its patrons. 
Walden, Sbfid 
By Carrie Frasz, reporter 
Many do not realize the additional costs that one must pay when living off-campus. However, Walden Pond solves that problem by including, 
in the rent heat, water and trash. These are bills that can 
quickly add up without you even realizing it. 
Walden Pond is so much more than included utilities, 
though. It offers great apartments for fairly competitive 
prices. It is approximately a 10 minute drive from cam-
pus, in a great location just off Rt. 221. Walden Pond also 
has many amenities, activities, classes and services for its 
attendants. 
The apartments vaiy in price. There are three different 
models all ranging in prices and features. The Concord 
offers coin laundry facility on the first floor of each building. 
Prices run from $501-$542 for one bedroom and $584-
$635 for two bedrooms. Thoreau's Cove offers coin laundry 
on first floor of each building, but also has washer/dryer 
connections in each apartment. Prices range from $542-592 
for one bedroom, $635-$684 for two and $715 for three 
bedrooms. The Emerson includes washer/dryers in each 
apartment. Prices for the Emerson run $569-615 for one 
bedroom, $666-$713 for two and $729-$766 for three bed-
rooms. 
Walden Pond has much to offer the community. Its 
amenities include a full fitness center, a junior Olympic-
sized swimming pool and wading pool, a rental clubhouse, 
playgrounds, basketball court, lighted tennis courts and a 
sand volleyball court. 
Mease see WALDEN POND, page A7 
o you ever wish that you could have a scenic view of 
la farm and rolling hills as you make your way home 
to your apartment? County Green apartments fit this 
description perfectly. 
The apartments are nestled on a hill, and they are sur-
rounded by plenty of trees. The name truly does describe the 
area. The tan apartments with green roofs blend right into the 
natural scenery. "County Green is Lynchburg's best kept 
secret," said leasing agent Julie Lott. 
County Green apartments are only 10 minutes away from 
Liberty University, and they are easy to get to from the 
expressway or Timberlake Road. "I like the fact that we live 
close to everything, but far enough away so that it is still pri-
vate," said resident Danny Smith. 
One Liberty student who lives in the apartments likes the 
freedom of living off campus. "I like that I am not living at 
school and that I don't have to be in at a certain time," said 
Lauren Hahn, a centerfielder for the LU softball team. 
When it comes to the cost of the apartments at County 
Green, they are affordable. There are several move-in specials 
that are being offered right now. A customer can lease a two-
bedroom apartment for the price of a one-bedroom apart-
ment. "We are going to be running a deal shortly for the one 
bedroom apartment," said Lott. The cost of a one-bedroom 
apartment is $475 a month, and all of the apartments now 
include a washer and dryer. The 1300 sq. foot three-bedroom 
apartment costs $695 a month, and it includes two full size 
bathrooms. 
The 180 apartments were built in 1975 and were remodeled 
in 1996. They have cement floors which means that they are 
well built. In addition, they are the biggest apartments in 
Lynchburg. 
Finding things to do around County Green is easy. In the 
summer, residents can enjoy the junior olympic-size pool and 
the two tennis courts are open year round. There is also a 
laundromat by the pool, and a playground with two slides. 
County Green loves pets, and it welcomes residents that own 
pets. 
One of the apartments next to the office has been trans-
formed into a gym with free weights, treadmills, other cardio-
vascular machines, a weight machine and a tanning bed. "It's 
the best tanning bed you'll find," Lott said. Finally, there is a 
half-mile loop around the apartment on the main road. It is 
not uncommon to see residents walking their dog or jogging 
around this loop to stay in shape. 
Finding a lease that meets every individual's need is not a 
problem at County Green. Most leases are either for six, nine 
or 13 months. However, some residents rent for shorter peri-
ods of time, and they have to pay an additional $50 a month. 
"We really try to work with the residents to meet their needs," 
said Lott. 
For more information about County Green check out their 
Web site, countygreen@mindspring.com or visit them at 401 
A Kerry Lane Lynchburg, VA 24502. 
full size Kenmore washer and dryer, frost free refrig-
erator, microwave, dishwasher and garbage dispos-
al. 
Community features for the Vista Apartments 
include access to a 24-hour state of the art fitness 
By Misty Maynard, reporter center. They also have a pool accessible to each ten-
ant. Each month the Vistas sponsor certain commu-
So often students complain about dorm life. Many say they would give anything to be able to live off campus. For students who are gen-
uinely seeking to move into an apartment of their 
own (or perhaps share an apartment with room-
mates) the Vistas at Dreaming Creek Apartments, 
located on Timberlake Road, are an interesting 
option. 
The Vistas Apartments, "Where Luxury Meets 
Affordability," are located only 10 minutes from the 
Liberty campus. "We're very close to everything," 
said Donna Moore, assistant manager of the Vistas 
leasing office. With a grocery store just down the 
road and the mall less than 10 minutes away, the 
Vistas Apartments are conveniently located in the 
heart of Lynchburg. 
For the one bedroom apartment rent is $585 per 
month, for a two-bedroom rent is $660 per month 
and for a three-bedroom rent is $785 per month. 
Interior features for each apartment include: indi-
vidual covered entrances, direct internet connection, 
cable hookup, private patios, porches or balconies, 
nity activities to let neighbors get to know each other 
better. Currently the staff is looking to begin a pro-
gram to assist the senior citizens living in the com-
munity. They would like some of the younger resi-
dents to adopt a senior citizen so that when bad 
weather hits, seniors will not have to go out, but can 
rely on neighborly assistance in doing small tasks 
like making a ran to the grocery store. 
Announcements about upcoming events are fea-
tured in the monthly newsletter, which includes gen-
eral tips, recipes and a community calendar. 
Pets are allowed in the apartments for an extra 
$10 rent each month. However, a 50-pound weight 
restriction is enforced and no exotic pets are 
allowed. A one time refundable pet deposit of $100 
is also required. 
Twelve-month leases are the standard contract, 
but shorter-term leases are available. Future reser-
vation deposits are also accepted that guarantees an 
apartment in a certain amount of time. There is an 
application fee of $25. For students who are inter-
ested in living in the Vista Apartment call 582-4748. 
JOHN I'ISHER 
VIEW OF THE VISTAS—The Vistas at Dreaming Creek Apartments offer luxurious 
living at affordable prices. 
SECOND INTENTIONAL EXPOSURE 
picks of the week 
• 3/4 Culture Shape Live 
Kairos presents "Culture Shape Live," an interactive talk 
and variety show exploring how Christians relate to 
media and the arts. This event is located in DeMoss 1114 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday. 
• 3/6 Powder Puff Football Draft 
MISO is sponsoring this year's Powder Puff Football 
Game, and the draft night is at David's Place on 
Thursday at 7 p.m. For more information call the MISO 
office at ext. 2688. 
fun fact of the week 
More than 10 percent of 
all the salt produced 
annually in the world is 
used to de-ice American 
roads. 
Taken from www.11solc.ssfacts.com 
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Vinny's Italian Grill and Pizzeria to open oh Timberlake 
By Carrie Frasz, reporter 
Vinny's Italian Grill & Pizzeria is your basic Italian menu. However, each item is beyond 
comparison in taste. With an extensive 
menu of pastas, subs, pizzas, and 
more, Vinny's delivers the satisfaction 
to any Italian craving. 
The 10th Vinny's is almost at its 
completion, joining us here in 
Lynchburg. This will be the largest of 
the 10, which are located all over 
Virginia- including Fredricksburg, 
Richmond, Forest, and Northern 
Virginia. The restaurant plans on 
opening its doors the second week of 
March. The new location will be locat-
ed at 7001 Timberlake Road, right off 
501. 
Vinny is no stranger to Lynchburg. 
His family actually lives here, includ-
ing his father Sal. Sal, no stranger to 
the restaurant business himself, was 
the owner of Sal's Italian Restaurant-
which is the very same building that is 
now transforming into Vinny's. 
The Vinny's name should sound 
familiar to many of you. He created a 
Lynchburg reputation by driving a 
trailer to various locations around 
Lynchburg to sell his incredible 
cuisines and pizzas. Some of you may 
remember the slices of pizza found in 
the line for Scaremare—that was 
Vinny's. "Everyone knows Vinny's," Sal 
Vitale said of his son's business. 
"Vinny's food is incredible, I've been 
a faithful patron for a long time, and 
I'm really glad he's opened up this new 
location," one student said. 
Vinny's continues to create a name 
for himself by opening this new restau-
rant location. There are many anxious-
ly awaiting the new Vinny's. Freshman 
Jen Howard commented, "Italian is my 
favorite kind of food, so I am really 
excited to be getting a new Italian 
restaurant in Lynchburg." 
With a very affordable menu, it is a 
great investment for college budgets. The 
menu is filled with excellent selections. 
Please see VINNY'S, page A7 
JOHN FISHER 
WORTH THE WAIT—Vinny's new location will open soon. 
(Sountus &*een/ 
By Laura Beaton, reporter 
D! 
HOME SWEET HOME-
JOHN FISHER 
-The clubhouse at the Vistas apartments offer a comfortable, yet classy environment for its patrons. 
Wo/den Shfid 
By Carrie Frasz, reporter 
Many do not realize the additional costs that one must pay when living off-campus. However, Walden Pond solves that problem by including, 
in the rent heat, water and trash. These are bills that can 
quickly add up without you even realizing it. 
Walden Pond is so much more than included utilities, 
though. It offers great apartments for fairly competitive 
prices. It is approximately a 10 minute drive from cam-
pus, in a great location just off Rt. 221. Walden Pond also 
has many amenities, activities, classes and services for its 
attendants. 
The apartments vaiy in price. There are three different 
models all ranging in prices and features. The Concord 
offers coin laundry facility on the first floor of each building. 
Prices run from $501-$542 for one bedroom and $584-
$635 for two bedrooms. Thoreau's Cove offers coin laundry 
on first floor of each building, but also has washer/dryer 
connections in each apartment. Prices range from $542-592 
for one bedroom, $635-$684 for two and $715 for three 
bedrooms. The Emerson includes washer/dryers in each 
apartment. Prices for the Emerson run $569-615 for one 
bedroom, $666-$713 for two and $729-$766 for three bed-
rooms. 
Walden Pond has much to offer the community. Its 
amenities include a full fitness center, a junior Olympic-
sized swimming pool and wading pool, a rental clubhouse, 
playgrounds, basketball court, lighted tennis courts and a 
sand volleyball court. 
Please see WALDEN POND, page A7 
o you ever wish that you could have a scenic view of 
a farm and rolling hills as you make your way home 
to your apartment? County Green apartments fit this 
description perfectly. 
The apartments are nestled on a hill, and they are sur-
rounded by plenty of trees. The name truly does describe the 
area. The tan apartments with green roofs blend right into the 
natural scenery. "County Green is Lynchburg's best kept 
secret," said leasing agent Julie Lott. 
County Green apartments are only 10 minutes away from 
Liberty University, and they are easy to get to from the 
expressway or Timberlake Road. "I like the fact that we live 
close to everything, but far enough away so that it is still pri-
vate," said resident Danny Smith. 
One Liberty student who lives in the apartments likes the 
freedom of living off campus. "I like that I am not living at 
school and that I don't have to be in at a certain time," said 
Lauren Hahn, a centerfielder for the LU softball team. 
When it comes to the cost of the apartments at County 
Green, they are affordable. There are several move-in specials 
that are being offered right now. A customer can lease a two-
bedroom apartment for the price of a one-bedroom apart-
ment. "We are going to be running a deal shortly for the one 
bedroom apartment," said Lott. The cost of a one-bedroom 
apartment is $475 a month, and all of the apartments now 
include a washer and dryer. The 1300 sq. foot three-bedroom 
apartment costs $695 a month, and it includes two full size 
bathrooms. 
The 180 apartments were built hi 1975 and were remodeled 
in 1996. They have cement floors which means that they are 
well built. In addition, they are the biggest apartments in 
Lynchburg. 
Finding things to do around County Green is easy. In the 
summer, residents can enjoy the junior olympic-size pool and 
the two tennis courts are open year round. There is also a 
laundromat by the pool, and a playground with two slides. 
County Green loves pets, and it welcomes residents that own 
pets. 
One of the apartments next to the office has been trans-
formed into a gym with free weights, treadmills, other cardio-
vascular machines, a weight machine and a tanning bed. "It's 
the best tanning bed you'll find," Lott said. Finally, there is a 
half-mile loop around the apartment on the main road. It is 
not uncommon to see residents walking their dog or jogging 
around this loop to stay in shape. 
Finding a lease that meets every individual's need is not a 
problem at County Green. Most leases are either for six, nine 
or 13 months. However, some residents rent for shorter peri-
ods of time, and they have to pay an additional $50 a month. 
"We really try to work with the residents to meet their needs," 
said Lott. 
For more information about County Green check out their 
Web site, countygreen@mindspring.com or visit them at 401 
A Kerry Lane Lynchburg, VA 24502. 
07iv cH&ta& 
at QHneamvgj/ (§t*eejk 
By Misty Maynard, reporter 
Si o often students complain about dorm life. Many say they would give anything to be able 'to live off campus. For students who are gen-
uinely seeking to move into an apartment of their 
own (or perhaps share an apartment with room-
mates) the Vistas at Dreaming Creek Apartments, 
located on Timberlake Road, are an interesting 
option. 
The Vistas Apartments, "Where Luxury Meets 
Affordability," are located only 10 minutes from the 
Liberty campus. "We're very close to everything," 
said Donna Moore, assistant manager of the Vistas 
leasing office. With a grocery store just down the 
road and the mall less than 10 minutes away, the 
Vistas Apartments are conveniently located in the 
heart of Lynchburg. 
For the one bedroom apartment rent is $585 per 
month, for a two-bedroom rent is $660 per month 
and for a three-bedroom rent is $785 per month. 
Interior features for each apartment include: indi-
vidual covered entrances, direct internet connection, 
cable hookup, private patios, porches or balconies, 
full size Kenmore washer and dryer, frost free refrig-
erator, microwave, dishwasher and garbage dispos-
al. 
Community features for the Vista Apartments 
include access to a 24-hour state of the art fitness 
center. They also have a pool accessible to each ten-
ant. Each month the Vistas sponsor certain commu-
nity activities to let neighbors get to know each other 
better. Currently the staff is looking to begin a pro-
gram to assist the senior citizens living in the com-
munity. They would like some of the younger resi-
dents to adopt a senior citizen so that when bad 
weather hits, seniors will not have to go out, but can 
rely on neighborly assistance in doing small tasks 
like making a run to the grocery store. 
Announcements about upcoming events are fea-
tured in the monthly newsletter, which includes gen-
eral tips, recipes and a community calendar. 
Pets are allowed in the apartments for an extra 
$10 rent each month. However, a 50-pound weight 
restriction is enforced and no exotic pets are 
allowed. A one time refundable pet deposit of $100 
is also required. 
Twelve-month leases are the standard contract, 
but shorter-term leases are available. Future reser-
vation deposits are also accepted that guarantees an 
apartment in a certain amount of time. There is an 
application fee of $25. For students who are inter-
ested in living in the Vista Apartment call 582-4748. 
JulIN FlSHiiK 
VIEW OF THE VISTAS—The Vistas at Dreaming Creek Apartments offer luxurious 
living at affordable prices. 
mrjai 
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INSIDE 
* NO PLACE LIKE HOME: Mens 
b'ball rocked the Vines this 
year, and now come home for 
the tournament. See page B8. 
* NATIONAL CONTENDERS: Both 
the track & field and the hock-
ey teams are fighting for the 
highest respect. See page B7. 
LUSports03«>yahoo.com 
7th Heaven? 
By Robbie Adams, sports editor 
The Lady Flames have once again found 
a way to get through the conference season 
without a blemish, and they did it with a 
total team effort. This is a team with very 
few weaknesses on either side of the ball. It 
just proves the old statement "Offense wins 
games, but defense wins championships." 
The Flames have been making the most 
of their minutes played so far this season, 
including Katie Feenstra. Coming into the 
week, Feenstra was averaging 23.6 minutes 
per game but scoring 17.3 points in that lim-
ited amount of time. Feenstra who only 
played in 16 games last year averaged 10.8 
points after suffering a knee injury in the 
preseason. She will be a key if the Flames 
intend to once again make the push to be 
conference champions. Katie played a huge 
part in key wins at Coastal Carolina, at 
Winthrop and last Saturday at Radford. 
Atrio of guards who have started every 
game this year have also paced the team in 
scoring and assists. Daina Stagaitiene, Agne 
Jasinskaite and Kristal Tharp have all at 
one time or another been able to take over 
the scoring load this season. All can hit 
three-point shots and can be relied on for 
stability at the point position whenever 
needed. 
Jasinskaite will be the only one graduat-
ing of the three, even though she still has a 
year of eligibility left in college. She has 
blown away a lot of expectations this year 
averaging nearly 10 points, four rebounds, 
and two steals per game in conference play, 
after seeing very limited action last year. 
Tharp has come up big in the clutch with 
huge three-point shots at Radford, and of 
course the one with 1.3 seconds left to send 
" the UVa game to overtime. 
Stagaitiene has developed into an 
extremely stable point guard for the Flames 
and has one of the best assist to turnover 
ratios in conference play. 
The Flames have been bitten a few times 
this year by the injury bug however, 
Monique Leonard went down at High Point 
after diving out of bounds for a loose ball. 
She jammed her knee and was on crutches, 
and out for nearly a month but has returned 
to the lineup. Rima Margeviciute is not 
wearing a boot after a stress fracture has 
sidelined her indefinitely. Crystal Peace suf-
fered a season ending injury as well and had 
surgery on her ACL this past week and now 
looks to make a full recovery for her senior 
season. 
The Lady Flames rank among some of 
women's basketball elites in some key sta-
tistical categories this season. Coming into 
the week, the Lady Flames were ranked in 
rebounding margin (2nd, +11.5 rpg), field 
goal percentage defense (5th, 34.2 percent), 
scoring defense (8th, 55.3 ppg), won-lost 
percentage (12th, 87.5 percent), blocks per 
game (8th, 5.6 bpg), and scoring margin 
(13th +16.2). The Flames have also caught 
the attention of the national polls, as they 
currently rank 26th in the ESPN/USA 
Today Coaches Poll because of big wins 
over tough school like UVa and Western 
Kentucky. 
All the records aside, the Flames goal is 
two-fold. First, win the Big South for the 
seventh-consecutive time. And second, 
become the first women's team at Liberty 
to win an NCAA tournament game. 
The Liberty Champion (434) 582-2124 
Coming up in LU Sports... 
3/4 vs. #7 Coastal Carolina, 7 p.m. 
• 3/7 Semifinals, 8 p.m. 
• 3/8 Championship game, 2 p.m. 
Women's Basketball »»«»;,.,;.' 
3/5 vs. #8 UNC Asheville, 7 p.m. 
• 3/8 Semifinals, 6 p.m. 
• 3/9 Championship game, 4:30 p.m. 
ftHrt^ji 
• 3/4 vs. Virginia Common., 2:30 p.m. 
• 3/8 @ Georgia, 4:00 p.m. 
• 3/9 @ Georgia, 2:00 p.m. 
sofUpiT 
• 3/4 vs. James Madison, 2 p.m. 
• 3/7-9 49er Invitational; Charlotte, N.C. 
•Ai Tennis 
3/5 M @ West Virginia, 2 p.m. 
• 3/8 @ Appalachian State, 1 p.m. 
~Tteck* Field 
3/7-9 ECAC Indoor Championships 
• 3/7-9IC4A Indoor Championships 
All games will be in Boston, Mass. 
Lady Flames achieve perfection 
EPSI 
•JOHN FISHER 
FROM WAY DOWNTOWN — Kristal Tharp pre-
pares to launch a three-pointer against Radford. 
By Robbie Adams, sports editor 
In the Lady Flames season 
finale, the Radford High-
landers gave them all they 
could handle in the Dedmons 
Center on Saturday night. 
The Flames, however, once 
again found a way to win and 
completed a perfect confer-
ence season for only the sec-
ond time in LU history. 
The Flames jumped out to 
an early lead as they so often 
do against conference oppo-
nents. Katie Feenstra was 
able to get great low-post 
position and get an early four 
points on two short jump 
shots as the Flames led 7-3. 
For the Highlanders Lud-
milla Nicheporchuk hit Rad-
ford's first two three-point-
ers and was unable to get 
much help for the first seven 
minutes of the game. 
The Flames looked 
unstoppable as Kristal Tharp 
was able to score on a lay-up 
underneath as she corralled a 
rebound and put it back for 
an easy two points. Tharp 
and Feenstra together had 13 
early points and each had 10 
points by halftime. 
However, Radford refused 
to go down quietly as they 
stretched LU's defense and 
shut down the Flames' 
offense. The Flames only 
scored two points over a six 
minute span as Radford 
came alive. Rallying behind 
over 1,600 fans in atten-
dance, the Highlanders went 
on a 13-2 run to shock the 
Flames and crush the lead to 
two points. Amanda Neby 
and Sherri Rickman had six 
of those 13 points as they 
were able to hit on short 
jump shots and stay away 
from Feenstra on the low 
block. 
After a media timeout and 
some regrouping, the Flames 
were able to go on a 7-0 run 
of their own to push the lead 
back out to nine and led 30-
21 at the half. 
In the second half the 
Flames went right back to 
their bread and butter as 
Feenstra scored a quick two, 
to send the lead back to dou-
ble digits. However, the 
Flames started to get a little 
rattled as the shots stopped 
falling. Feenstra had to 
guard Hanna Statsenka (6-
foot-5, center) who hit back 
to back three-pointers 
directly in front of her bench. 
Please see WBBALL, page B3 
Untouchable! 
Lady Flames finish up the conference with a perfect 14 and 0 
JOHN KISHKK 
BIG SOUTH MVP7 — Sophomore Katie Feenstra has dominated the competition and is a front runner for the conference Player of the Year award. 
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Katie FeeilStra: The past, the present, and her future beyond Liberty 
By Robbie Adams, sports editor 
From the first time she picked up a bas-
ketball in the sixtli grade, Katie Feenstra 
has almost always been the tallest player on 
the court. At 6-feet-8 inches tall, most 
female athletes are very intimidated by her 
size and are in awe of her athletic ability. 
What most don't know, however, is how 
this girl from Michigan ended up at Liberty 
University and what she sees for herself 
now and in the future. 
Feenstra didn't pick up a ball in an 
organized fashion until she was in the sev-
enth grade and even then she stood 6-feet 
tall. Her friend invited her to attend a clinic 
at Cornerstone University where she first 
learned the basics of the game. "I learned a 
lot of skills at Cornerstone," Feenstra said. 
At first though Feenstra was not inspired 
to play because she just could excel the way 
she wanted. "At first, to tell the truth, I did-
n't really like it (basketball) because I wasn't 
very good, although lay-ups did come easy 
because I was so close to the basket." 
Feenstra continued to practice, however, 
and when asked how she came to learn so 
much so fast about the game she responded, 
"I went to all my brother's games, so I guess 
I kind of learned from him." 
No matter who she learned from, 
Feenstra was growing in her knowledge of 
the game, as well as, physically reaching 6-
feet-3 inches by the eighth grade. 
However, it wouldn't be until her junior 
and senior years in high school that she 
would really stand out in a crowd on a 
national level. As a senior, Feenstra had 
stats that made Lebron James look ordi-
nary. She averaged 31.4 points per game, 
18.6 rebounds and 7.5 blocked shots, and 
led her team to the district championship 
game. In her senior season, she duplicated 
the effort with 30.5 points per game, 18.5 
rebounds and 8.5 blocked shots. After this 
performance she was named Western 
Michigan Player of the Year. "I look at these 
high school stats now, and it's just a little 
high school team, Division I is much hard-
er," Feenstra said. 
Colleges rang Feenstra's phone off the 
hook and the letters poured into her mail-
box at an extraordinary rate. "Everyday I 
would get so many phone calls, and I didn't 
even know who these schools were. I would 
also get 30 letters a day, which I still have in 
my attic, half of which are not open." 
When it came down to her decision 
Feenstra just left in all up to God. "I just 
looked to the Lord and prayed about it, I 
C l a s s i f i e d s 
Deadline: 
Business Hours: 4:30 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 8 days prior to 
Monday-Friday publication 
(434) 582-2128 
Champion Special: 
40% off after first run of ads with 3 or more runs. 
**Rates only apply to local or student/faculty. 
NO CHANGES. 
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING IS PREPAID 
Rates: 
Open/Commercial 
$3.67- 1st 15 words 
24g each word over 15 
Student/Faculty Rate*: 
$2.75- 1st 15 words 
18c each word over 15 
*Non commercial only. 
Attention Getters 
Bold 1st line $1.00 
H e l p W a n t e d Mi e c 
ACTORS WANTED- paid act-
ing positions available for 
Christian weekend dinner the-
atre. Travel involved. Call tor 
more details! (434) 851-5584. 
Alternative Medicine Clinic in 
Lynchburg: We help cancer 
patients overcome their cancer 
and live, amcofva@cs.com. 
Now registering for April/May. 
1
 Buy i t 
S e l l i t <-
• Re*t i t 
F i » * i t 
Call X2128 today to place 
your classified ad in the 
Champion 
knew he would put me 
where he wanted me," 
Feenstra said. It isn't often 
that Liberty University can 
beat out Notre Dame and 
Michigan State in a recruit-
ing war, but on this occasion 
LU was victorious. "I knew I 
wanted to go to a Christian 
university, and I had a peace 
about this school, it was Him 
(God) who put me here," 
Feenstra added. 
Upon coming to Liberty, 
Feenstra hurt her knee in a 
preseason workout and was 
forced to miss almost half of 
her freshman year. She did 
regroup however to play in 16 
games and help lead the Lady 
Flames to a sixth straight Big 
South Conference title. This 
year though, Katie has been 
almost injury free, and it has 
had a great affect on how 
aggressively she is playing. 
"My knees were still bother-
ing me last year; they are not 
giving me any problems this 
year though. I am a lot more 
confident because I don't 
have to wear knee braces, and I have a 
whole season to gain confidence," 
Feenstra said. 
Feenstra has also been working with for-
mer WNBA player and now assistant coach 
Karyn Karlin, who is helping her with her 
post moves. "She is incredible, every time I 
come back to the bench she tells me how I 
am doing," Feenstra said. Whatever Karyn 
and the rest of the staff is saying, it must be 
working as Feenstra is averaging 17.2 ppg 
as well as 9.2 rebounds in conference play, 
not too shabby for a sophomore. These 
stats however do come with a price accord-
ing to Feenstra. "I never knew how to work 
until I came here. If you don't work hard, 
you won't play on this team," Feenstra said. 
With two years left, the sky is the limit 
for Feenstra's improvement, but she has a 
few thoughts on what she might want to do 
when she does finish her career at LU. 
JOHN FISHER 
TALK BOX — Katie Feenstra yaks it up on the radio after a game. 
When asked about her future, Feenstra 
said, "If I had to choose between the WNBA 
and the Olympics, I would pick the 
Olympics because I think it would be more 
of a challenge, and I love to travel." It's not 
often you hear of someone giving up the 
guaranteed paycheck for a chance instead to 
represent the United States. She is also 
thinking about possibly joining the junior 
national team this summer. 
If none of that works out though, 
Feenstra just wants to live a typical life. "I 
want to get married, have a family, and just 
be settled somewhere, but whatever the 
Lord has is fine." 
Whatever the Lord has for Feenstra, she 
seems ready and able to take on the chal-
lenge. With the success and drive she has 
shown in basketball, who would doubt that 
this Lady Flame won't shock the world in 
the future. 
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Agile Jasinskaite: 
Hard work pays off 
By Ben Cates, reporter 
Agne Jasinskaite appears to have been 
playing basketball for a lifetime. She has 
proven to be an excellent shooter, a scrap-
py defender, and has always possessed a 
first-rate attitude while in a Liberty uni-
form. Go beyond those facts, and you will 
find a-22-year-old woman who has a car-
ing attitude towards the things of the Lord 
and others as well. Surprisingly, she has 
only been playing basketball since the 
sixth grade. 
She calls Vilnius, Lithuania her home. 
It was there, in that competitive culture, 
that Jasinskaite learned the important 
skills that now dominate her game. Once 
her interest in basketball was sparked, she 
never looked back. 
"I've always been a competitive per-
son," Jasinskaite said. "I started playing 
and I really enjoyed it. I only had to go to 
practice once to realize that I liked it." 
In 2001 Jasinskaite made her first jour-
ney to the United States and ultimately, to 
Liberty University. While she possesses a 
deep patriotism for her country, the 5-10 
senior said that there were many reasons 
that factored into her decision to come to 
the States. 
"Basically, the level of basketball play is 
much better, and I wanted to improve on 
my skills," she said. "I also wanted to 
experience a new culture." 
Jasinskaite's play was definitely good 
enough for her to get recognized from 
overseas. Besides her high school experi-
ences, she took part in the Junior 
Nationals for three years, helped 
Lithuania to win the All-Baltic 
Tournament and led her team to victory in 
the Poland Tournament in 1998. She has 
also previously been part of the three-time 
Italian Tournament Champions, and has 
taken part in the women's A-league for 
three years. In each of those years, her ' 
teams finished in first place. 
In 2001 Jasinskaite was limited to 11 
games, missing the majority of the sea-
son with a fractured right foot. During 
this time, she averaged only 2.2 minutes 
per game. 
After an off-season filled with uncer-
tainty, Jasinskaite came back to the 
Liberty squad and instantly proved her 
value to the team. During the 2002-2003 
season, she has contributed in a large 
Wbball: Radford becomes LCJ's latest victim 
Continued from Page Bl 
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ALL SMILES — Agne Jasinskaite has been a sig-
nificant force on offense for the Lady Flames. 
way. The starting guard averages 2.8 
points per game. Her career high in a 
Flames uniform came earlier this year 
against Birmingham-Southern, when she 
scored 19 points on 8-13 shooting, includ-
ing 3-5 from three-point range. Among 
her interesting statistics is one that makes 
her profile memo of "possesses a strong 
outside shot" come to life. Earlier this sea-
son, Jasinskaite made at least one three-
pointer in the first half of every game for 
10 consecutive games. 
Coach Carey Green has been pleased 
with Jasinskaite's determination and play 
this year. "Agne is a good outside shoot-
er," he said. "She sacrifices herself on the 
court and possesses good speed." 
It is amazing to watch her play the 
game of basketball. Jasinskaite does so 
many of the seemingly little things that 
ultimately make a big difference in the 
end results. This season she is leading the 
team in charges and always appears to 
give her all on the court. It appears that 
she knows no other way to play the game 
she is so passionate about. 
Jasinskaite is currently majoring in 
business finance, and although she is clas-
sified as a senior,, she still has another 
year of eligibility left. Whether or not she 
will be in a Flames uniform next season is 
something she is currently undecided 
about, but one thing is sure: the Flames 
can only be improved by her presence. 
After all, someone has to step up and take 
the charge. 
On the offensive end, she had three 
straight shots rattle out and 
began to show some fatigue. 
The Flames gave up some easy 
points on some great passing 
by the Highlanders and at the 
11:12 mark the lead was all but 
gone at 40-39. 
The Flames were able to battle and claw 
to get a 44-39 advantage with just under 
eight minutes to go and 
that is when hustle plays 
became a big part. On two 
possessions late in the 
game, Susan Foreid and 
Monique Leonard were 
able to dive out of bounds 
for loose balls. Leanord 
saved hers to Feenstra as the 
Flames were able to work the 
clock and Foreid tipped hers 
to Tharp for an easy bucket 
under the hoop. 
The final dagger came 
with just two minutes to go 
and the shot clock winding 
down as Kristal Tharp 
found herself wide open for 
a three with one second left 
on the shot clock as she 
buried the shot and the 
Liberty 
Highlanders. The Flames would then hold 
on to win the game behind some amazing 
clutch defense 58-46. Feenstra finished the 
game with 22 points and 12 
boards, and Kristal Tharp 
had 15 points and 5 boards 
for the Flames. 
The Flames will next host 
UNC Asheville (who did not 
win a conference game) on 
Wednesday night in the first round of the 
Big South Conference tournament. 
58 
46 
JOHN FISHER 
IMPENETRABLE — Daina Stagartiene demonstrates tough defense 
against Radford's Cody Silker (20). Daina has 38 steals this year. 
WOMEN'S BOX SCORE, MARCH l 
LIBERTY 58, RADFORD 46 
LIB 
Tharp 
Pnlaimnitc 
Feenstra 
Jasinskaite 
Stagatttene 
Leonard 
Foreiii 
Walker 
Sonsa 
Anderson 
TOTAI.S 
FG FT A PTS 
6-12 
1-1 
8-14 
3-8 
2-3 
0-2 
1-4 
0-3 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
6-7 
1-2 
1-1 
3-4 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
1-2 
15 
2 
22 
8 
5 
3 
2 
0 
0 
1 
58 
FG: 21-47. 44.7%. FT: 12-16, 75.0%. 3PT: 
4-13, 30.8% (Tharp 3-6, Jasinskaite 1-3, 
Stagaiticnc 0-1, l.eonard 0-2, Walker 0-1). 
Blocks: 0. Team Reb: 2. Steals: 4 
(Jasinskaite, Ix?onard 2, Foreid). 
RU 
Rickman 
Allen . ' 
Statsenka 
Nichcporchuk 
Perez 
Silker 
Brunjak 
Neby 
TOTALS 
FG FT 
3-7 
2-5 
4-12 
3-7 
0-5 
1-1 
0-2 
5-12 
2-4 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
1-2 
0-0 
0-0 
0-1 
6 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
9 
27 
A PTS 
2 8 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
5 
10 
8 
1 
3 
11 
46 
FG: 18-51,35.3%. FT: 3-7,42.9%. 3PT: 7-16, 
43.8% (Allen 1-3, Statsenka 2-4. Nichcporchuk 
2-5, Perez 0-1, Silker 1-1, Brunjak 0-1, Neby 1-1. 
Blocks: 2 (Rickman, Statsenka). Team Reb: 
1. Steals: 6 (Rickman, Allen 2, Statsenka, 
Nichcporchuk, Neby). 
Score 
Liberty 
Radford 
1 2 TOT 
30 28 58 
21 25 '< 46 
C O N F E R E N C E 
Basketball standings 
THROUGH MARCH 2ND 
Men's conference standings 
TEAM 
Winthrop 
Liberty 
Charleston Southern 
Elon 
UNC Asheville 
Radford 
Coastal Carolina 
High Point 
Birmingham-Southern* 
W 
11 
8 
8 
8 
7 
6 
5 
3 
L 
3 
6 
6 
6 
7 
8 
8 
11 
PCT 
.786 
.571 
.571 
.571 
.500 
.429 
.357 
.273 
NA NA NA 
Women's conference standings 
TEAM 
Liberty 
Elon 
High Point 
Charleston Southern 
Coastal Carolina 
Radford 
Winthrop 
UNC Asheville 
Birmingham-Southern* 
W 
14 
11 
8 
7 
6 
5 
5 
0 14 .000 
NA NA NA 
L 
0 
3 
6 
7 
8 
9 
9 
PCT 
1.00 
.786 
.571 
.500 
.429 
.357 
.357 
Men Statisically 
PPG 
l.T. Butler (CC) 18.8 
2. D. Gathings 18.6 
3. J. Knight (HP) 16.6 
RPG 
1. D. Gathings (HP) 7.5 
2. B. McGonagil (UNCA) 7.2 
3. A. Gill (RU) 7.2 
Women Statisically 
PPG 
1. N. Reddick (CC) 19.7 
2. A. Neby (RU) 16.9 
3. H. Andrews (ELON) 14.8 
RPG 
1. K. Feenstra (LU) 8.9 
2. T. Jackson (UNCA) 8.1 
3. A. Neby (RU) 7.8 
*BSU IS A PROVISIONAL DIVISION I MEMBER. ITS GAUSS IX) SOT COUNT WWARDS VII-: CONFBRBNCB STANDINGS 
Robbie Adams, Ryan Hill, Andrew Martin star in "The Box" on 90.9. But, Wcs is there, too. 
MARCH 13-15, 2003 
REGENT UNIVERSITY 
PREVIEW WEEKEND 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION SC THE ARTS 
MEET CURRENT STUDENTS, FACULTY AND ADMISSIONS STAFF 
AND TOUR THE NEW MEDIA AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
VISIT US DURING 
PREVIEW WEEKEND 
AND SEE WHY 
REGENT UNIVERSITY 
Is ONE OF THE 
FASTEST-GROWING 
GRADUATE SCHOOLS 
IN THE WORLD. 
COSTS: 
• A $135 REGISTRATION PACKAGE (PER 
PERSON) INCLUDES A LIGHT RECEPTION 
ON THURSDAY NIGHT, THREE MEALS 
ON FRIDAY, BREAKFAST ON SATURDAY 
AND LODGING FOR THURSDAY AND 
FRIDAY NIGHTS ON CAMPUS AT 
Tiii': POUNDERS INN. 
• A $59 PACKAGE INCLUDES CONFERENCE 
AND MEALS WITH N O LODGING. 
TRANSPORTATION: 
THE UNIVERSITY'S FOUNDERS INN 
LOCATED ON CAMPUS WILL GLADLY 
PROVIDE ROUND TRIP SHUTTLE SERVICE 
FOR YOU FROM NORFOLK INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT, OR THE NORFOLK GREYHOUND 
BUS TERMINAL. 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
JUNIORS & SENIORS INTERESTED IN A 
GRADUATE DEGREE IN THE 
COMMUNICATION ARTS: 
•TELEVISION 
•FILM 
•THEATRE 
•ANIMATION 
•JOURNALISM 
•COMMUNICATION STUDIES 
COME PREVIEW THE FUTURE 
O F MEDIA EDUCATION IN A 
CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT. 
REGENT 
UNIVERSITY 
1000 BEGEN1 UNIVERSITY DRIVE, VIRGINIA BEACH VA 23404-981)11 
757.226.4018 • Fax 757.226.4039 
E-mail: preview@regent.edu 
www.regent.edu/preview 
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Vince Okotie: 
Senior warrior 
leads the way 
By Andrew Martin, reporter 
The bad teams are criticized because 
they lack the senior leadership, while a 
good team is usually noted as having an 
older, mature player step up in big game 
situations. 
The Liberty men's basketball team only 
has one senior contributor on the team. 
He fills the role of leader very effectively 
in his character. One of only a handful of 
players to make the transition during the 
coaching change, he has shown his deter-
mination and dedication to this program. 
"I don't see myself as a leader. We are 
all fighting for a common goal," Vince 
Okotie, the lone senior said. "I just like to 
be the catalyst for the team." 
Catalyst is usually a term used for 
chemistry, where it is defined as a sub-
stance, used in small amounts, that causes 
or speeds up a reaction. In this case, the 
catalyst that causes or speeds up the reac-
tion of winning is definitely Okotie. 
Him being used in small amounts 
though, may be a little of a misstatement. 
At the beginning of the year, when 
everyone was trying to find their niche 
and figuring out how to relate with their 
new teammates, Okotie showed the team 
how to win. 
In the Flames first four victories, 
Okotie led the team in scoring each game. 
He had 20 points twice, to go along with 
two other double figure point totals dur-
ing that span. 
"I had a good start to the year," Okotie 
said. 
That's an understatement. He not only 
had a great start to his season, he demon-
strated the senior leadership this team 
needed to bond together and discover how 
to win as a single unit. 
The team has since won by following 
the lead set by Okotie. He has an incredi-
bly talented group of teammates who have 
helped him shine as well. 
"Anytime you can get talent, it's fun to 
play with," Okotie said in regards to his 
teammates. "With talented players around 
you, it gives you a chance to let your talent 
be shown." 
Freddy Williams: Liberty's 
champion underdog deserves respect 
JOHN FISHER 
POWER PLAY — Vince Okotie has been second 
in scoring over the past two seasons for LU. 
One thing that goes hand in hand with 
talent is hard work, being able to get the 
most out of your talent. This is the atti-
tude of Okotie. In the summer, if anyone 
came into the Vines Center on any given 
afternoon, they can be guaranteed he is 
on the floor shooting shot, after shot, 
after shot. 
"I like the challenges in this game. You 
have to work hard to rise up to them. When 
people constantly say you can't do something, 
you want to prove them wrong." 
Talk about proving people wrong, how 
about to the tune of second place heading 
into the Big South conference tournament, 
when all the so-called experts picked the 
Flames dead last out of eight? Now that's 
proving people wrong. 
Okotie's points per game average has 
dropped off since the early season bar-
rage, mainly because of an ankle injury 
halfway through the season, but one thing 
the ankle injury couldn't affect was the 
attitude and leadership skills he pos-
sessed. This provides greater success for a 
team than sheer scoring, though Okotie 
still does this well. 
By Wes Rlckards, managing editor 
How can someone not 
root for Freddy Williams? Off 
the court, he's spiritual, well-
spoken and a genuine, stand-
up guy. On the court, he's 
plays harder, with more 
tenacity, and with more 
heart, than anyone else on 
the floor. During his brief 
playing career, he's faced so 
many hardships that he's 
become the ultimate under-
dog. Yet his goals and priori-
ties are always in focus. 
Basically, you can think of 
him as an athletic version of 
Rudy with mutton chops. 
First off, Freddy's from 
Buffalo, and any sports fan 
can tell you that that auto-
matically deserves to invoke 
sympathy. With his home-
town Bills and Sabres pro-
ducing three of the most 
shockingly memorable 
moments in sports over the 
last 15 years, from Scott 
Norwood's missed field goal, 
to the Music City Miracle, to 
Brett Hull's infamous "No 
Goal," Buffalo is pretty much 
the sports world's equivalent 
to the guy who gets stood up 
on Prom night. 
Secondly, the 6-foot-3 
Williams is engaged; not just 
to anyone but a girl who sur-
vived the Columbine High 
School tragedy. 
"She was a senior when it 
happened. She actually got 
shot at, bullets going through 
her hair," Freddy said of his 
fiance. "She's got scars from 
the shrapnel, and had to be 
pulled out by a teacher." 
"She's got a great testimo-
ny, an incredible testimony," 
he said after a brief pause. 
Thirdly, the youth min-
istries major joined the team 
as a walk-on a few years ago, 
and not only has stayed with 
the team, but has earned a 
scholarship and been named 
captain. It takes a certain 
kind of perseverance to be 
able to do that. After all, he 
played in only eight games 
during last season's 5-25 
debacle. But still, winning 
basketball games and looking 
at the box scores to check his 
minutes is not what he's all 
about. 
"I'm not a big stat man," 
he said. "My goal, when I'm 
on the floor, is to make sure 
that I'm the hardest worker 
out there. When the game's 
finished with and all is said 
and done, that's what I want 
to leave knowing." 
Fourthly, his career really 
started to take off towards 
the end of this past 
December. At the beginning 
of the season, he started get-
ting more and more minutes, 
and managed to work his way 
into the starting lineups 
against Clemson and 
Virginia. Just when he was 
getting his big break, he did 
just that — he broke his right 
hand while fighting 
through a double-team 
against UVa. While the 
initial diagnosis was that 
he needed surgery, which 
would've ended the sea-
son, Williams recovered 
miraculously in time to 
start a game later on in 
the season. And, it wasn't 
just any game but instead 
it was on Senior night, 
when the team, and the 
fan base applauded him 
for his contributions to 
the program. 
"Honestly?" Freddy 
said when asked about 
his recovery. "It was just 
God." He was kept in a 
cast for three weeks, with 
surgery seeming to be 
inevitable. But when the 
doctors removed the cast 
(with the intentions of 
putting on another one), 
everything had set well 
enough for him to be allowed 
to practice and play normally. 
Fifth, and finally, he real-
izes that the intentions of the 
athletic programs at Liberty 
are not primarily to entertain, 
or to generate money, but 
instead used as a unique 
ministry opportunity. To this 
end, he has established the 
Imagine prayer team, an 
enterprise that He says God 
placed on his heart. Frankly, 
the turnaround the team has 
accomplished, and the expec-
tations that they've met and 
surpassed, must give credit to 
providential intervention. 
With that, the prayer team 
that Freddy helped establish 
is a significant part to the 
Flames' revival. 
Because of all he's done, I 
say hat's off to him. So, try to 
remember to cheer just a lit-
tle louder when he checks 
into a game sometime this 
week. 
He's earned it. 
A summer job opportunity 
that allows you to make over 
$25,000! 
No aimmicks. 
No multi-level marketina. 
Sound too aood to be true? 
www.summerofyourlife.com 
Most Tax Refund 
Loans in 24 Hours 
Liberty provides friendly, accurate service with 
a money back guarantee. Free electronic filing 
is available with every return we prepare. 
LYNCHBURG 
2912 Memorial Ave. 
(Corner of Memorial & Oakley) 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
434-832-0888 
LIBERTY 
TAX 
SERVICE 
OFF 
Tax Preparation Service 
with this coupon 
Expires 2/28/03. For new customers. Valid at participat-
ing offices. Limit one coupon per return. Not valid with 
Call 1-800-790-3863 for the office nearest you. 
www.libertytax.com 
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WCU sweeps 
LU baseball 
By Chris Humphreys, reporter 
Liberty traveled to 
Cullowhee, N.C. to face 
Western Carolina for a dou-
bleheader on Saturday. But, 
the Catamounts swept both 
games 9-6 and 9-8. 
In the first game of 
Saturday's doubleheader, the 
teams went into the bottom 
of the fifth inning tied at 
three. Then the Catamounts 
exploded for five runs off of 
Flames' freshman pitcher, 
Billy Daniels. The 
Catamounts then added their 
ninth run in the bottom of 
the seventh. 
Liberty would rally scoring 
a run in the eighth and two 
runs in the ninth but fell 
short. Daniels took the loss 
for the Flames. 
Senior Larry Wayne York 
had three hits and scored two 
runs for the Flames; outfield-
ers Phillip Laurent and 
Andrew Van Slyke had a pair 
of RBIs a piece. 
In the second game, the 
Flames took a 7-5 lead into 
the bottom of the sixth 
inning when the Catamounts 
scored four runs off of 
Flames pitcher Nat Ogborne. 
The big blow of the inning 
though was Matt Nelson's 
three-run double. 
Liberty did score a run in 
the eighth, but the rally fell 
JOHN PISHBR 
LIFTOFF — Junior Erich Cloninger had home runs against Virginia 
and Western Carolina, and a triple against William & Mary. 
short. Ogborne took the loss, 
and Brian Barnes earned the 
win pitching the final fourth 
and third innings giving up 
just one unearned run. 
Laurent had three hits, 
Chad Bryant and Joshua 
Butcher each had a pair of 
hits and Daniel Bote had two 
RBIs for the Flames. 
Western Carolina completed 
the sweep of their three-
game series with Liberty on 
Sunday with 4-3 win. The 
Catamounts left fielder Alan 
Beck stole the show on 
Sunday by hammering a two-
run homerun and throwing 
put the potentially game-
tying base runner at the plate 
in the top of the ninth. 
Trailing 4-2 in the top of 
the ninth, Liberty mounted a 
rally and found itself with 
runners on second and third 
with two outs and Daniel 
Bote at the plate. Bote sin-
gled to left field driving in 
Jeremiah Boles from third, 
but Beck threw out Doug 
Bechtold at the plate to pre-
serve the win for WCU. 
Flames pitcher David 
Bechtold went 7.1 innings 
giving up just four earned 
runs (all in the fourth 
inning) on five hits and two 
walks. David Bechtold also 
struck out six Catamounts 
batters. Larry Wayne York, 
Chad Bryan and Erich 
Cloninger each had two hits 
for the Flames. Cloninger 
smacked a two-run home 
run in the first inning to give 
LU an early lead. 
LU fell to 1-4 after losing 
to Virginia 15-5 and defeating 
William & Mary 5-4 earlier in 
the week. 
Track and Field ready for nationals 
By Evan Falat, reporter 
Running at the VPI Last 
Chance Invitational on 
Saturday, the Liberty men's 
distance medley team (DMR) 
knew this would literally be 
their last chance to qualify 
for the IC4A Championships. 
With the games being held in 
Boston next weekend, 
Saturday's meet was the first 
and only time this year 
Liberty ran its top DMR 
squad in hopes of obtaining a 
qualifying time for the 
IC4A's. With the pressure on, 
the team was able to rise to 
the occasion and beat the 
qualifying time by seven sec-
onds, running a time of 
10:12.00. 
The men's DMR team of 
Evan Falat, Jon DeBorgory, 
Jason Brown and Josiah 
Melly will be joining 10 of 
their fellow Liberty team-
mates who also qualified for 
Boston at previous indoor 
track meets this season. 
Qualifying for the 
women's ECAC Champion-
ship, the women's equivalent 
to the IC4A's, were Kena 
Butts in the high jump, 
Jonisha Saunders in the 
triple jump, and Dani 
McNaney, in the pentathlon. 
McNaney will be competing 
for the second straight year 
at the ECAC Championships. 
"I feel that by competing 
last year at ECAC's the expe-
rience will help me a lot," 
McNaney said. "The compe-
tition will be tough due to the 
high marks of my competi-
tors and also because I have 
been nursing injuries in the 
past few months. But it will 
be good to compete in the 
pentathlon and I just have to 
leave it all in God's hands." 
As a freshman McNaney 
finished tied for fourth at 
the ECAC's, and this year 
she hit the qualifying mark 
all the way back in the first 
meet of the season, scoring 
3503 points at VMI in 
December 2002. DaNae 
Carlson also qualified in the 
pentathlon for this year's 
ECAC's, but, due to injuries 
she will not be competing. 
Instead, she will be recover-
ing for the beginning of the 
outdoor track season. 
The men's team going to 
Boston will consist of the 
DMR team, as well as the 
4x400 meter relay team, 
and six other individual 
qualifiers. Jeremy Wagner 
qualified in the 200 meter 
sprint with a time of 21.99. 
Also qualifying last week-
end was Jon DeBorgory 
who ran a time of 48.80. 
Josiah Melly will be com-
peting in the 3000 meters 
at IC4A's thanks to his 
time of 8:26.88, while 
Tyler Biggins will be toss-
ing the shot as he qualified 
back in December of last 
year at VMI with a throw 
of 15.66 meters. 
Competing in the jumps 
for Liberty at the IC4A's 
will be Kevin Octave and 
Lauren Williams. Octave, 
who competed last year in 
the long jump at the IC4A 
championships and fin-
ished seventh, qualified at 
the Christopher Newport 
Invitational in February 
with a leap of 7.37 meters. 
Williams won the Big 
South triple jump with a 
jump of 14.68, and that 
also allowed him to qualify 
for the IC4A's. 
The men's 4x400 relay 
team, which took first place 
and set a new meet record 
at the Big South qualified 
for Boston will a time of 
3:17.51. The team consists 
of John DeBorgory, Guifaly 
Christolin, Eric Beck and 
Jeremy Wagner. Wagner, 
along with Beck, Liberty 
men's co-captains for track, 
feels that this year's relay 
squad should be particular-
ly strong due to the fact 
that all four members are 
seniors who have competed 
in many big meets in the 
past and know what it 
takes to run against high 
caliber competition. 
Both the ECAC and IC4A 
Championships will take 
place in Boston this week-
end, with ECAC's being 
held at the Reggie Lewis 
Track and Athletic Center 
and the IC4A's competing 
at Boston University. 
Hockey finishes second in regionals 
By Becca Smith, reporter 
Riverside •N> 
2301 RIVERMONT AVENUE * LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 
(434) 846-7449 * www.riversiderunners.com 
"Specializing in f i t t ing technical running shoes A apparel." 
NEED RUNNING SHOES? 
SAVE 15-30% WITH LU STUDENT ID 
(GOOb THRU MARCH 15TH) 
STORE HOURS 
TUE. - FRI. 12:00 - 7:30 * SAT. 9=00 - 6:00 * SUN. MON. CLOSED 
Actors 
Wanted 
Paid acting position available for 
Christian weekend 
dinner theatre. 
Travel involved. Call 
for more details! 
The road to the ACHA Nationals came to 
an end this past week as 16 teams traveled 
to Anaheim to play for the right to be called 
champions. Liberty, along with Indiana, 
Miami of Ohio and Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, represented the Southeast 
region. LU was seeded in a pool with 
Michigan, Penn State and Weber State, 
with the top team moving on to play in the 
semi-finals. 
The Flames opened up their play on 
Wednesday night against the Wolverines, 
and the team would come out on fire. After 
both teams exchanged early scores, Liberty 
had one of its best periods of hockey as the 
freshmen on the team played above their 
years. Thomas Cooney, Paul McDonald and 
Jonathan Ziegler all scored to give the 
Flames a 3-1 lead. After a late UM, goal it 
seemed that the teams would go into the 
first intermission at 3-2, Joe Bellew scored 
a power play goal, and McDonald beat the 
goalie with 44 seconds left, and Liberty 
took a 5-2 lead into the break. 
While it looked like Michigan was going 
to fold, last year's national runners-up, 
would make adjustments for the middle 
period. Seven minutes in, Derek Schlonsky 
scored the third of four goals against LU 
and made the score 5-3. Another 
Wolverine score at the 6:10 mark suddenly 
made the game a one goal game. With 
Liberty scrambling, Michigan was able to 
finish their comeback to tie the score at 
five, and all the momentum from the first 
period for LU was gone. 
The Flames were able to recover enough 
to get the lead back with a power play slap 
shot off of Jeff Smale's stick and were able 
to limp into the second intermission with a 
6-5 lead. The third period saw Liberty go 
into a defensive mode and slow the game 
down and frustrate the Wolverines offense. 
The game was able to be put away for LU 
when Jim Bellew hit the back of the net for 
the insurance goal, which would be needed. 
Michigan scored their sixth goal with 1:47 
left and had a face-off in the Liberty zone 
with 12:9 seconds which resulted in three 
shots which were turned away by Kevin 
Rainey. The final score was 7-6. 
LU, which played at 4 p.m. the previous 
day, had to do the quick turn around as 
they played at 9:45 a.m. against Penn State. 
The game started out similarly to the 
previous day as the Liberty score from Josh 
Pearce was quickly erased by a power play 
goal by PSU, and the score was tied after 20 
minutes at 1-1. 
The tie was finally broken with under 
five minutes left in regulation as Pearce 
scored his second goal of the night on a 
pass from Jordan Davies to give the 
Flames the lead, one which they would 
not relinquish. Pearce was able to com-
plete a hat trick with an empty net goal 
and eliminated Penn State from the possi-
bility of winning the pool. 
Later that night, the final day of the pool 
was set up as Weber State knocked 
Michigan out of the competition with a 4-2 
win. So, it would be a winner-take-all game 
with the Wildcats and the Flames. 
The game, which was played on an 
Olympic size rink, was suited to the WSU 
game, as they played on that size rink for 
their home games. That advantage became 
readily apparent as the Wildcats came out 
flying and hit the Flames with punches that 
they would never recover from. 
WSU scored nine minutes into the game to 
take a 1-0 lead and then after back-to-back 
calls put Liberty on a 5-3 kill which resulted 
in two more scores on goals coming 18 sec-
onds apart. The Flames were able to score a 
power play goal from McDonald to salvage 
the first period, and keep them down by only 
two goals going into the second. 
LU got one of the few breaks of the 
game as a pass made it through to Smale 
in front of the net that he was able to 
knock over the goalie's shoulder and into 
the back of the net for a 4-2 score. The 
momentum began to turn, unfortunately 
an errant pass turned into a short handed 
goal for Weber State, and sapped the last 
of the Flames hope. 
While they battled to the end, the fatigue 
and frustration ballooned the score out to 
8-2 by the time the last buzzer sounded and 
ended Liberty's run for the National 
Championship. 
While disappointed, they understand 
the fact that for the first time since the 
late 80s, Liberty was back on the national 
map for hockey. 
The Flames (17-5-1) finished with con-
secutive 17+ win seasons. Head coach Kirk 
Handy was very happy with the past year, 
"I am very excited about how we performed 
here and I think we took a big step forward 
in the growth of the program." 
Call 
• *r3<i.851.5584 
Campus Calendar 
March 
3/4/03 - Meetings for Summer and Fall Internships 4:00 pni(«)DH2052. Meetings every 
Tues. until March 11. $5 application packet fee. Deadline to submit applications for sum-
mer and fall internships: April 15. For more info contact the Career Center at x2352 or 
careers(«)liberty.edu. 
3/7/03 - Full night of preaching by True Worshippers 7:30 pm (a) DH 1101. Guest speakers 
will be Juan Robinson, Albert Jennings, Brian Tooley, Tra'Vorus Weaver, John Swann, Tyran 
McMillan, and Robert Hilhnan. 
4/4/03 - Powder Puff. 7:00 pm (w William's Stadium. Interested in playing call x2688. To 
make reservations. Ask for Ahjandra. 
6ot an announcement? 
Drop by 1)11 KM.S and fill out a form with the details of your evcnl. Or email your information lo cdpecoic(u)hbeiiy.cdu Ik' sure 
lo include the issue you wanl your announcement to appear in. the dale. time, cost and how to get more info about the event. 
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Flames suffer set back but still get second seed for tourney 
By Sean Berard, reporter 
The men's basketball team fin-
ished its regular season Friday 
evening reeling from a lopsided 81-
56 loss to in-state rival Radford. 
The loss was the second of the 
week and fourth consecutive for the 
Flames, who loss to an under-
manned High point squad as well, 
72-68 on Wednesday evening. 
Liberty will enter the Big South 
Tournament seeded second with 
home court advantage seeming to 
be the only thing going in their 
favor. The Big South Tournament 
will be held at the Vines Center, giv-
ing the Flames a substantial edge if 
they can turn their play around. 
Liberty 
Shooting guard Ryan Mantlo 
injured his right thumb Wednesday 
evening and, sat on the bench dur-
ing Friday's game, sporting a blue 
cast. The team is hopeful that 
Mantlo will be ready to 
play in Tuesday's tour-
nament opener against 
Coastal Carolina. 
Radford jumped out 
to a lead quickly as the 
Flames seemed out of 
sync without second-leading scorer 
Mantlo running the floor. His 
defensive presence was deeply 
missed as well. "He's the heart and 
soul of our team," Dunton said. 
"He's our leader. He's the best 
Radford 
non-presence on the floor was a big 
blow for us. We have eight scholar-
ship players and we're not very deep 
at the perimeter post." 
Liberty had closed the gap to 
26-19 but Radford 
responded even 
stronger, scoring the 
final seven points of 
the first half. This 
sequence really 
dimmed the Flames 
emotion on the floor in the sec-
ond half. 
Forward Glyn Turner hit a 
jumper to bring the Flames to bring 
the score to 48-36 but they would 
get no closer as the Highlanders 
56 
81 
perimeter defender we have. His scored eight of the game's next nine 
points to put the game out of reach. 
Wednesday evening loss at High 
Point was dissapointing considering 
that the Panthers entered the game 
without their top three players. 
Leading scorer Danny Gathings, Joe 
Knight, and big man Kashawn 
Hampton were suspended for the 
game following study hall violations. 
High Point played only six differ-
ent players on the floor the entire 
evening. This only seemed to moti-
vate them to step up their play as 
Panther guard Dustin Van 
Weerdhuizen's was unstoppable all 
evening scoring a career high 38 
points. He scored 11 of the 
Panther's first 17 points and totaled 
20 by halftime. His play led High 
Point to a 29-25 lead at the break. 
Van Weerdhuizen came out firing 
again in the second half scoring 
eight points in less than two min-
utes. Liberty Coach Randy Dunton 
said of Van Weerhuzen's play, "He 
played a great game. We were 
unable to contain him." 
Liberty fought back late in the 
second half and closed the gap to 
within two on a Gabe Martin three-
pointer with 26 seconds remaining. 
The Panther's responded scoring 
the games final six points 
Martin led Liberty with a career 
high 26 points on 10-19 shooting 
from the field and grabbed a career 
high 15 boards. Vincent Okotie 
added 22 and seven for LU. 
Prj^-rag ?ft)3 assjjsrt* aH 
Men's basketball looks to bring home Big South Championship 
T/mmg mmm < 
By Wes Rickards, managing editor 
No one really knew what to 
expect when the men's team began 
its season this past November. 
With a new coach, new staff, seven 
new players, and a new vision, the 
team had many questions but few 
answers. How will Coach Dunton 
be able to rebuild the program? 
Can the team mesh? Can they lift 
themselves out of last season's 5-
25 funk? But after a roller-coaster 
season, the most important ques-
tion going into the conference 
tournament now is, "Can they win 
the Big South?" 
The rubber hit the road on Nov. 
23, against future conference oppo-
nent VMI, complete with its legions 
of fans, assist-maniac Richard 
Little, and super-sophomore Jason 
Conley. Although Liberty played 
competitively, it faltered down the 
stretch before dropping the season 
opener, 68-54. Liberty would 
rebound in its next outing with a 61-
60 victory to cap a thrilling night in 
the Vines Center that also included 
the Lady Flames' win over national-
ly ranked Virginia. 
The next few games would prove 
that the team had been revived from 
the doldrums. A come-from-behind 
win over New Hampshire gave the 
team as many Division I wins as it 
had in the previous year (two). Plus, 
triumphs over Western Carolina, 
Florida Atlantic and a revenge-is-
sweet win versus VMI, all of which 
were in the Vines Center, gave the 
program five D-I victories before 
Christmas. This marked only the 
second time the program accom-
plished this feat. More importantly 
though, the team re-established the 
faith of the Furnace Fanatics - LU 
was back. 
Although all five starters looked 
as though they could have ended 
the season average double-digit 
scoring averages — which would've 
been a first for the program — two 
players have keyed the Flames' 
return: Ryan Mantlo and Gabe 
Martin. Both athletes, JUCO trans-
fers and newcomers to the pro- • 
gram this year, have contributed 
immeasurably to the team. Mantlo, 
in addition to being an offensive 
threat, has sealed many Liberty 
victories with tenacious defense. 
Martin on the other hand, is a 
front-runner for Big South honors 
and has ignited Flames fans 
throughout the season with 
thrilling dunks. Additionally, 
returners Jason Sarchet and Vince 
Okotie stepped up this season; 
Okotie is second in scoring and 
Sarchet was recently named con-
ference Player of the Week. 
A three-game slide against Iowa, 
Clemson and Virginia preceded 
Liberty's conference season, but LU 
regrouped and went 4-3 during the 
first round of conference play and 
closed out January mired in a dog-
fight for the Big South. ' 
The Flames began February with 
a four-game winning streak, capped 
by another come-from-behind win 
over Coastal Carolina on a snowy 
night in Lynchburg. Suddenly, the 
team originally picked dead last was 
tied for first place, and some started 
to think about the unthinkable: A 
championship. 
The fun would be short-lived, as 
Liberty lost to Winthrop a few 
nights later in a battle between the 
two top teams. Shortly thereafter, 
the Flames fell short against anoth-
er future conference foe, 
Birmingham-Southern, in the final 
regular season match-up in the 
Vines. Unfortunately, Liberty could 
not cauterize its bleeding in the last 
games before the conference tour-
nament, losing to the then two 
worst teams in the Big South, High 
Point and Radford. 
And so, a walking-wounded team 
(and now with Mantlo nursing an 
injury) enters the Big South tourna-
ment, the home stretch. And 
although they have regained sup-
port and trust in the fans that 
lacked at the beginning of the sea-
son, some confidence has been 
shaken. But, the glimmer of hope 
remains, even though the questions 
are still resonating. Did the team 
peak at the wrong time? Can they 
win the Big South? 
Now, it's time for the answers. 
JOHN FlSHEB 
TO THE RACK — Jeremy Monceaux splits two defenders for an easy lay-up against Radford last Friday night. 
Bob Davis: "I felt like God wanted me here" 
By Andrew Martin, reporter 
JOHN FISIIEK 
WATCH AND LEARN — Coach Davis instruct* his big men. 
When an institution's all-time win-
ningest coach leaves the program for 
another, you can bet he's serious about the 
new opportunity. Throw in the moving 
distance spanning one side of the country 
to the other, you can double that determi-
nation. Add a family into the picture and 
you are even further reassured that the 
change is one expected for the better. 
This is exactly the case for Liberty 
University's assistant coach Bob Davis, 
who left Eastern Wyoming College to fol-
low God's calling and his heart to 
Lynchburg, Va. He left after 15 years as 
head coach at EWC. 
"I had it made where I was. At my age 
you don't do this change to climb the lad-
der. I felt like God wanted me here," 
Davis said. 
The new position as assistant coach of 
the men's basketball team at Liberty has 
given coach Davis the chance to coach with 
a staff he sees as second to none. 
"I love the guys on the staff. They 
aren't just great coaches, they are great 
individuals," he said. 
One of the main attractions that 
brought Davis to Liberty was not the 
opportunity to coach at the Division I 
level, but rather the ability to teach life-
long principles through basketball, while 
at a Christian university. 
"It's amazing that in this time of history, 
I can take a game, make a living through 
it, and teach kids about life," Davis said 
when asked about the situation at hand. 
"These principles can impact their lives 
forever. It's a tremendous responsibility." 
This is a responsibility he takes very 
seriously demonstrated in the way he 
coaches, especially on the defensive side 
of the ball. The saying "defense wins 
championships" characterizes his 
approach to this aspect of the game. It is 
handled with enthusiasm. 
This past summer at head coach Randy 
Dunton's basketball camp, Davis had the 
campers marching from station to station 
chanting "I love defense." This defensive 
mindset is one that the Flames players 
have made their own under him as well. 
They are second in the conference this 
season in defensive field goal percentage 
at a shade over 42 percent. 
"I love defense, and I love to coach 
defense. This game is won with fight and 
heart, it can be most achieved on the 
defensive side of the ball," Davis said. "A 
team wins with defense and rebounding." 
This passion for the game and winning 
is very evident in the bulldog-like fashion 
with which he coaches on the sideline. 
"My mom and dad blessed me with a 
big voice I guess," he said. This voice 
comes in handy when teaching on and off 
the floor. An enthusiastic, loud, animated 
approach to coaching is softened by the 
heart of this messenger. 
This messenger just might be one who 
loves the kids he teaches more than the 
game he is teaching them. The game is 
only a medium for the true message he 
wants to impart, the message of the love 
of Christ. 
"I wish everyone would come to know 
Christ and seek Him rigorously out of 
their heart. Then, whatever they do, they'd 
continue so God will use them," he said 
when asked about the one thing he wished 
every one of his players would understand. 
"This way they can become good, 
Christian family men." 
The idea of a good family man is not 
only for his players. It is a lifestyle 
Davis lives in front of them as a father 
of three kids. 
Whether it's his own kids, or the kids 
he's coaching, one thing can be said of 
Davis, he truly loves the responsibility and 
privilege this new opportunity at Liberty 
University has given him. 
